
 
 
 
 
About a month ago – like, a week before Halloween – I went to Michael’s, the 
craft store. The first half of the store was packed with Santas and green and red 
garland and little reindeer figurines. Christmas carols drifted down from the 
speakers. About that same time I heard a lot of you complaining about similar 
experiences – “It’s too early!” 
 
But now Thanksgiving is over, and it’s December and the first Sunday in Advent. 
We’re ready to get ready for Christmas. This week we decorated the church with 
greenery and the nativity set and this awesome tree. I’m sure a lot of you have 
started decorating your own homes, and maybe you’ve got your favorite 
Christmas music playing, too. We’re getting ready for Christmas parties, and 
kids are writing wish lists and counting down the days till they get to open those 
presents. Maybe you’re getting ready to break out your favorite Christmas 
movies.  
 
There’s just something about this time of year. The lights twinkling along the 
streets, getting ready to spend time with family, breaking out all your favorite 
traditions – this season just seems to glow. “It’s the most wonderful time of the 
year...” 
 
And so we come to church, feeling the first of those holiday-time warm fuzzies, 
and we open the gospel to hear the good news of Jesus – and Jesus does not 
seem to be on the same page as us at all. 
 
Instead of filling us with all those Christmasy feelings, Jesus sounds like one of 
those guys standing on a street corner, wearing a sandwich board that says 
“THE END IS NEAR,” yelling into a megaphone about sin and repentance and 
being ready for the Lord. “Therefore you must also be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
In a season when we’re focusing especially on family and friends and 
togetherness, Jesus – the person we call Love Incarnate – he’s talking about 
people getting separated. “Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and one will be left.” 
 
And while we’re all focusing in on the good we can do in the world, believing in 
the goodness of humankind  – slipping change into the Salvation Army buckets, 
delivering Christmas baskets, going caroling to those who are lonely – Jesus is 
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talking about how selfish the world can be. He says, “For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day Noah entered the ark...so too will be the coming of the Son of 
Man.” Jesus is hearkening back to the story of Noah and flood, to the time when 
Genesis says “the LORD saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in 
the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil 
continually...the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence.” (Gen. 6:5, 11). 
 
Dear people who chose the lectionary readings – Do you know it’s Christmas 
time at all?  
 
And yet, I think we need to hear apocalyptic words like these as much as we 
need to hear the happy Christmas story in a few weeks. Because we ourselves 
say things like the apocalyptic things we heard Jesus say. We say things like: 
 
“I can’t believe how violent the world has gotten.” 
 
“We are so divided these days.” 
 
“Today everybody is just out for themselves, nobody cares about the community 
– things used to be different.” 
 
“Nobody believes in truth anymore – everyone holds on to their own opinion, 
they think everything is relative.” 
 
These are all the kinds of things people could have been saying in Jesus’ time, 
too. Sometimes it’s easy to believe we’re living in an especially corrupt time, but, 
as Ecclesiastes reminds us with a sigh: 
 
 What has been is what will be, 
 and what has been done is what will be done; 
 There is nothing new under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 1:9) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I think we’d all agree that the world today is a lot better than it was in Jesus’ 
time.  And in a lot of ways, things are better than they were even 50 years ago.1 
Global poverty is way down.2 In the U.S. crime rates have fallen by half just 
since 1993.3  
 
And yet we still find ourselves talking about how bad the world is these days. 
And we’re not wrong. Even though a lot of things are better, the world still is not 
the way God created it to be. And we feel that in our souls. We feel that this isn’t 
right. This still isn’t good enough. Billions of people are still living in extreme 
poverty, on the edge of surviving. Climate change is threatening the survival of 
many vulnerable people.4 Any violence is too much violence. Humans are still 
self-centered. We want the world to be more than better – we want it to be good. 
We hear from our scriptures that God created the world to be good. And we 
know it’s not there. We long for God to make this world good. 
 
And that’s what Advent is about. I mean, yes, Advent is also about preparing for 
Christmas and the story of God being born into the world in human flesh. But 
Advent is not only about looking forward to looking back to that holy night in 
Bethlehem, the night kicked off a huge transformation for all creation. Advent is 
also about looking forward – all the way forward – to the day when God totally 
completes that work of transformation.  
 
And I’d be that as much as we want to bask in the story of sweet baby Jesus, 
and sing “Away in a Manger,” and spend time with our loves ones and all our 
family traditions – we want God to transform the world even more. We want God 
to set things right even more. 
 
And that’s why we start off Advent – and the Church year – with these 
apocalyptic words of Jesus.  Because even though passages like this make us 
uncomfortable at first, they also point us toward the core hope of our faith – that 
the world is not right, but God will make it so. 
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Crowds of people flocked to Jesus because they hungered for that message: to 
hear a man of God acknowledge that the way things are is not right, and to hear 
that God cared about it. To hear that God promises to be with us in the midst of 
all the wrongness, to work to make things better here and now, to empower us 
to make things better in our own lives, and to one day complete a total 
transformation of the world. 
 
And people still long to hear that message today.  We Christians still need to 
hear it, to keep us going from day to day. People of different faiths, the people 
who are “spiritual but not religious,” the people who aren’t really anything at all – 
we all know this world isn’t as good as it could be. As good as it should be. We 
all long for a truth to hold on to. We all long for connection that overcomes what 
divides us. We all long to live in a society that is more compassionate, more 
peaceful.  
 
The apocalyptic words we heard from Jesus today are another way of saying 
the world’s not right – and God is coming to change things. That’s a message of 
compassion and hope we can offer to those who long for it. Even to ourselves. 
 
So keep awake, Jesus tells us – don’t give in to the ways of the world, but be 
ready for God’s change. Live in the way God wants the world to be. Live in the 
confidence and hope that God is changing things even now – and one day God 
will bring justice and peace, truth and love. Live so that others can catch a 
glimpse of the transformed world in you. Live out the promises spoken at our 
baptism, the words we just heard at ----’s baptism: 
 
Turn away from all that goes against God, both within and without. 
 
Trust God. Proclaim Christ through word and deed. Care for others and the 
world God made. Work for justice and peace. 
 
As we heard from Romans: “For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.” Amen. 


