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When my wife's brother, Mark, was a little boy, he was filled with 
questions. In fact, he was so full of them that his dad gave him a 
funny (and a punny) nickname, “Question Mark.” 
 
While “Question John” doesn't have the same ring to it as “Question 
Mark,” John's Gospel too is filled with questions. There are about a 
dozen of them in the very first chapter. The questions don't begin 
until verse 19, after we get past the famous prologue of this Gospel. 
The first question is asked about John the Baptist: “Who are you?” 
The next six questions are thematically connected to the first one. 
Priests and Levites ask John these questions as they continue trying 
to figure out exactly who John is and what he is up to.  
 
This brings us to today's Gospel reading, in which John sees Jesus 
and calls him “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world.” This is an ancient part of our liturgy. We sing it every 
Sunday right before we receive communion: “Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us.” The next day after 
the baptism of Jesus, John sees Jesus and again refers to him as the 
Lamb of God. This prompts two of John's disciples to traipse along 
behind Jesus following him. This in turn prompts Jesus to turn 
around and ask these disciples (one of whom is Andrew, for whom 
our congregation is named), “What are you looking for?” 
 
In John's Gospel, this question represents the very first words spoken 
by Jesus: and what a question it is! It must have caught Andrew and 
his friend completely by surprise, because they didn't really answer 
it, at least not directly. Instead, they asked Jesus what appears to 
be an entirely unrelated question, “Rabbi, where are you staying?” 
 
It's not hard to imagine these disciples being taken aback, 
flummoxed, before one of them finally managed (probably stuttering 
and stammering) to get this question out of his mouth. It's kind of 
lame, isn't it? Here Jesus asks them an open-ended question with 



potentially multiple meanings, “What are you looking for?” and the 
best they can manage is to ask him where he's staying? 
 
Many years ago when I was a camp counselor, I once was walking up 
a trail with a friend and fellow counselor. We ran into yet another 
counselor going the other way and said hello to her, but she didn't 
respond. A moment or two later, my friend said, “That's the kind of 
girl who, when you say hello to her, she's stumped for an answer.” 
 
Maybe that's what it was like for Andrew and his companion. The 
question Jesus asked them caught them by surprise because it was 
so direct and to the point. They too were stumped for an answer and 
apparently tried to steer the conversation in a less confrontational 
direction. Like polite Southerners, they moved to build rapport more 
gradually. 
 
Isn't it fascinating that this question, “What are you looking for?” is 
the first sentence uttered by Jesus in John's Gospel? It's a question 
he asks not only Andrew and his friend, but also each of us here 
today. So how would you answer it: what are you looking for? It's a 
question that cuts right to the heart of our lives. 
 
Many high school seniors are looking to graduate and are also looking 
to begin college. Perhaps where they will be going to college is still 
yet to be determined, so they are looking to make that decision in 
the next few months. So maybe that’s what they’re looking for. 
Seniors of a different sort, like me for example, are looking to retire 
and have more time to spend visiting family, friends and traveling. 
In large part, what we are looking for is specific to our age and 
where we are in the journey of life. 
 
But then there are things we are looking for that are more general – 
things like good grades, success, fame, fortune, health, happiness, 
peace, security, power, and love. Certainly into that mix, as we 
celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day tomorrow, we are looking for 
justice, equality, and also responsible care for the Earth and our 



environment. We are looking for that day when all who are poor, 
oppressed, and discriminated against will at last have what every 
human being needs to truly be free. 
 
When Jesus asked his question, perhaps he was asking something 
more specific: what are you looking for from me? And maybe the 
disciples’ response, “Rabbi, where are you staying?” actually 
addressed this question. Their answer in the form of a question 
suggests that they were looking for a lot more than a brief 
conversation, more than a single encounter with Jesus. Andrew and 
his friend were looking to spend significant time with Jesus – this 
person John the Baptist had told them was the Lamb of God. 
Apparently, they had some idea about what that meant since they 
wanted to know where they could find Jesus in the future: they 
wanted to know where he was staying. So this may not have been 
idle conversation, but very serious business. 
 
Discipleship is like all of that: first and foremost, it is staying with 
Jesus. It is staying with Jesus as we are preparing for the life ahead 
of us, and whatever career we may have in the future. It is also 
staying with Jesus once our career is behind us. Throughout our 
lives, at whatever stage we are in, Christ invites us to “Come and 
see.” It's the same invitation Jesus gave to Andrew and his friend: 
not only to come and see where Jesus was staying, but also to come 
and see who he is, to come and find what you are looking for by 
living in relationship with him. 
 
As John tells this story, the invitation from Jesus to Andrew leads to 
Andrew's witness to his brother Simon. Andrew tells Simon, “We 
have found the Messiah,” and then brings Simon to meet Jesus. But 
Andrew didn’t really “find” the Messiah by looking for him: John 
pointed out Jesus to Andrew. John the Baptist was one of the very 
first witnesses to Jesus. Thanks to John pointing out Jesus, Andrew 
followed Jesus. Then Andrew told his brother Simon about Jesus, 
and Simon Peter became a witness himself. 
 



Isn't that the way it works for us? Can we ever truly say that we have 
found Jesus? Rather, Jesus finds us through the testimony or the 
witness of others. It's like in the hymn Amazing Grace: “I once was 
lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.” Grace finds us in 
the person of Jesus wherever we happen to be in life. As the 
conclusion of the prologue to John's Gospel declares: “From his 
fullness have we all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No 
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known.” 
 
As we continue our journey into Epiphany and the year ahead, we 
give thanks not that we have found Jesus, but that Jesus has found 
us. And we commit ourselves to continue to come and see who Jesus 
is by living in relationship with him and by inviting others, as Andrew 
did, to get to know him too. For we meet him each day as we share 
his love with others and as they share his love with us. We meet him 
as the Word made flesh in the proclamation of the gospel and in the 
sacraments of the church. We meet him here at St. Andrew, a 
church named for the first disciple of Jesus to share the news of 
Jesus with someone else, his brother Simon Peter. 
 
So what are you looking for? It’s a good question to reflect on at the 
beginning of a new year. Take Jesus up on his invitation to come and 
see, to come and see Jesus. Then do what Andrew did: come and 
stay with the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 


