
Happy Birthday, Jesus!

Have a blessed Christmas season!
From your St. Andrew staff
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In Christ, We Worship, Love, Grow, Serve, and Send.

              

Welcome Jesus, our humble gentle Savior,

welcome to Bethlehem, 

where we have loved and fought

and longed for peace the world can never give.

We ask for your peace, your love, your

gentleness, and the courage to live that way.

Son of God, child of Mary, born in the stable at 

Bethlehem, be born again in us this day, that

through us the world may know the wonder 

of your love.

[New Zealand Prayer Book]

Peace and goodwill to all this night

Everlasting Prince of Peace is here!

Angels are singing songs of great

joy

Christ is born in Bethlehem!

Even the stars shine brightly where

he lay...

Our little Lord Jesus lying in a

manger

No crying he makes...

Everyone is on bended knee

All is calm, all is bright.

Round his humble bed of hay

The Lord of Lords, King of Kings is

fast asleep.

He is the Light ~ God Incarnate,

who comes to all this Holy night!



Page -2-
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Nursery available throughout the morning

Congregational Council:
President         Marlene Boshears
Vice President        Ed Hunt
Secretary        Sue Cox
Treasurer        Shirley Swan
Financial Secretary         Julie Bednar
Finance         Marty Emrath
Faith Formation       Jen Roberts
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       John McElroy

FROM THE PASTOR

It's All a Gift
Recently I read an article in The Tennessean by a financial
advisor, Jennifer Pagliara.  She wrote that the Department of
Agriculture estimates “a child born in 2015 costs a middle-
income, married couple $233,610 in food, shelter and other
necessities through age 17.”  This amount does not include
the cost of bringing the baby into the world and of college.  To
state the obvious: raising children is expensive.

Thanks to my parents’ generosity and scholarships, I
graduated from college and seminary debt-free.  While not
everyone is so fortunate when they are launched into their
vocation, many are.  People who start families of their own
want to pass along their gifts to the next generation.

Under normal circumstances it doesn't require any money to
create a new person.  Usually, it’s not until a human life begins
to develop in the mother that the expense begins.  No one
starts out paying his or her own way, so it's all gift.

As we come to the end of 2017, we give thanks for the gifts of
the past year.  I am thankful for seeing Hannah graduate from
college last May.  I'm thankful, too, that we have a bonus year
to enjoy her living with us.  I am grateful for the emergency
medical care I received, for your support, and for the medical
care and support I've received since then.  I enjoy serving St.
Andrew, and I’m thankful for the insurance and other benefits
you provide our family.
 
All of my life has been a gift.  Numerous congregations,
clients, and a hospital paid my salary or Susan's salary, and
most of the congregations and the hospital paid for our
benefits.  We are indebted to you and to all of them for the
gifts that have been shared with us.

In the First Article of the Creed – “I believe in God, the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and earth” – Martin Luther includes
this explanation about the gift of our life:

“I believe that God has created me together with all that exists.
God has given me and still preserves my body and soul: eyes,
ears, and all limbs and sense, reason and all mental faculties.

“In addition, God daily and abundantly provides shoes and
clothing, food and drink, house and farm, spouse and children,
fields, livestock, and all property – along with all the
necessities and nourishment for this body and life.  God
protects me against all danger and shields and preserves me 
from all evil.  And all this is done out of pure, fatherly, and
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness of
mine at all!  For all of this I owe it to God to thank and praise,
serve and obey him.  This is most certainly true.”

God's grace and peace be with you all in 2018,
Pastor Lippard+ 
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FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR
January 6 is the church holiday of Epiphany.  This
day ends the Christmas season (the 12 days of
Christmas) and brings us into the Sundays after
Epiphany.  If this day is important enough to take
over from Christmas, to get its own season, what is
it?  What are we celebrating?

Epiphany can be defined as a revelation or an “Aha!”
moment.  On the day of Epiphany, the church
celebrates the great “Aha!” moment when God
revealed that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, God in-
a-body.  In the Western church, we remember the
day the three wise men from distant lands visited the
young Jesus, bringing him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.  This was the revelation of God incarnate
to the whole world: these men could go back to their
home countries and spread the news of what they
had witnessed.  The Eastern church celebrates
Epiphany later in January, when they remember the
story of Jesus’ baptism.  For those churches the
baptism was the great “Aha!” moment which showed
the world that Jesus was the divine Son of God:
God’s voice was heard form heaven, saying “This is
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased”
(Matt. 3:17).

This difference in traditions makes a meaningful
point: in the Bible there is not one single revelation of
Jesus to the world.  Instead, throughout the New
Testament, we see God giving people “Aha!”
moments over and over again: a soldier sees Jesus
die on the cross and confesses, “Surely this man was
God’s Son” (Mark 15:39); Paul meets the resurrected
Christ on the roadside (Acts 9); an Ethiopian man
hears Philip tell the story of Jesus and then begs to
be baptized (Acts 8).  God is always revealing Jesus
to people, over and over again, through all sorts of
means.

Some of us can point to big, life-changing “Aha!”
moments in our faith journey.  Others tell of a lifelong
process of growing in faith, with lots of meaningful
moments along the way.  But all of us can expect
God to continue giving us revelations over and over
again, helping us to know and understand Christ and
his message in new and powerful ways throughout
our life of faith.  As we enter this season of Epiphany,
pay special attention to the “Aha!” moments God
gives you, and share them with others.

Grace and Peace to you,

Pastor Museus

FROM THE PASTOR EMERITUS
People often are surprised when they discover that I
attend both services on Sunday morning.  I usually
arrive shortly before seven o’clock and stay until
about twelve-thirty.  During that time I hear a fine
sermon twice.  I hear our fabulous organ twice.  I
hear our inspiring choirs twice.  I sing some of my
favorite hymns twice.  I receive Holy Communion
twice.  Well, you get the idea.  In addition, I get to
meet twice as many people as I would meet were I
attending only one worship service, and that leads
me to the point of this article. 
 
Each week St. Andrew is blessed by a steady
stream of guests who are actively seeking a spiritual
home.  These people come to us without our having
to comb the highways and byways seeking them
out.  St. Andrew sits arguably on the busiest corner
in Williamson County with one of the most striking
church buildings anywhere.  Passers-by are
attracted to the building and then, once inside, to the
people who occupy it.  And that of course is where
you come in. 
 
People may be attracted initially by beautiful
architecture, but they remain because of people who
are engaged in ministry both within and without the
walls of the building.  Once inside, they meet people
who are not shy about inviting them to share in the
joys of being a part of an active congregation
of servants.  That is what St. Andrew always has
been and always will be. 
 
Be alert to the presence of our guests at whichever
service you may attend, and make them feel at
home, remembering what it was like when you first
came to St. Andrew and knew no one!   Make room
for the visitor, invite him or her to sit with you in
"your" pew, help her find her place in the liturgy and
answer any questions she may have about receiving
Holy Communion.  After the service, ask the visitor
to sign the guest book, fill out a yellow card or join
you for a cup of coffee and accompany you to one of
our fine adult classes. 
 
At St. Andrew, all are welcome. 
 
Grace and Peace,

Eric C. Pearson+ 
Pastor Emeritus
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR FOR YOUTH AND

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
You may have noticed the poster on my office door
promoting the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering. The
theme for the gathering is This Changes Everything.
 
Youth and adults have been making plans to travel to
Houston for the gathering since 2015.  Scheduling
and planning an event on this scale is a huge
commitment and takes a lot of time, organization,
patience, and prayer.  I am pleased to say that 8
youth and 2 adults from St. Andrew will be attending
the Youth Gathering this summer, and we are
teaming up to travel together with Faith Lutheran
Church in Lebanon, adding another 2 youth and 1
adult to this awesome group.
 
Late last summer, Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and
Maria changed parts of Texas, Florida and the
Caribbean forever.  When Houston was being
ravaged by Hurricane Harvey, I thought about the
upcoming Youth Gathering and wondered if the
devastation would change everything.  Would we
even be able to go to Houston now?  Would all of the
planning have been done for nothing?  Then I flashed
back to the 2015 Detroit Youth Gathering and
remembered how 30,000 youth and adults came
together to help communities in and around the city.
I’m confident we helped make a change in Detroit,
and that we can help the communities in and around
the city of Houston this summer, as they continue to
recover from so much physical, emotional and
spiritual loss. 
 
Yes, the Youth Gathering is on as planned.  Houston
is ready for 30,000 plus youth and adults  to bring a
presence of energy, excitement and Jesus to
communities in need.  Our group will leave for the
Gathering on June 26 and stop overnight in Jackson,
Mississippi, at Ascension Lutheran Church.  We will
continue to Houston on June 27 and leave on July 1,
stopping overnight again at Ascension Lutheran
Church and arriving back in Franklin on July 2.  We
ask for your continued prayers as we finalize our
travel plans.  Please keep your eyes and ears open
for upcoming news about the Gathering and other
youth activities and summer camps.
 
Peace,
Sandy Vollmer                                        
Director for Youth & Children’s Ministries

FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Safety!
Safety in the church has been on many minds at St.
Andrew over the past couple of months, especially
after the most recent shooting at First Baptist
Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas on Sunday,
November 5.  I have received many emails and
questions as Administrator and Chair of the
Administration and Property Committee on what
safety procedures St. Andrew has in place in case of
an active shooter or life-threatening situation.
 
Our committee has continuously looked at safety
practices for the church since I joined staff in 2006. 
Many practices have been implemented to keep our
congregants, children, and building as safe and
secure as possible. 

Building safety features include fire extinguishers
and pulls, sprinklers, a security system with trained
key fob holders, emergency lighting and back-up,
additional outside lighting installed, emergency
numbers posted throughout the building and at the
usher station and classrooms, CAD drawings of the
building posted for exits and fire help information,
three entry points only to access coming into the
church with locked door mechanisms, and a storm
shelter designation.

Policies include a full insurance for earthquake, fire,
flood, liability, stormwater flood drainage program,
inclement weather policy, and a disaster
prepardness plan.
  
Practices and policies for staff include CPR and
AED training, background checks for staff and all
volunteers who work with children, safe child policy,
sign in and out station for Sunday School and
nursery, and a paging system for nursery age
children. 
 
In October 2016, our committee brought an action
item to council to implement a locked door policy on
Sunday mornings at the 11:00 a.m. service as a
response to protect our nursery age children. 
Council agreed unanimously to have ushers lock
Administration doors at 11:15 a.m. and place signs
that ask visitors or congregants to go to the bell
tower entrance, so those coming and going during
worship could be monitored.  
 
Bruce Clark, our former Safety Chair who is
employed by U.S. Homeland Security, has been
instrumental in helping us identify ways to stay safe. 
From safe practices around our building to the
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subject of an active shooter, he says that identifying,
restricting, and stopping an active intruder are all key
components in this matter. 

On Thursday, December 7, the Administration,
Worship & Music, and Faith Formation  committees
met to address this very issue.  Nathan Quinn led the
discussion and introduced some different ideas. 
Nathan is a former U.S. Marine Corps Sergeant with
a background as an Embassy Security Guard.  He
was responsible for writing, training, and
implementing Emergency Action Plans for various
security threats. 
 
In addition to Bruce and Nathan’s ideas, we sent two
Administration committee members to the free
church security training through the Williamson
County Sheriff’s office on Saturday, December 9.  St.
Andrew has signed up to have a free assessment
done by the Sheriff’s department in the near future. 
Once pertinent information has been collected,
groups will gather together for discussion and create
a plan on what will work best at St. Andrew Church.  
 
For now, the main purpose of exploring and
addressing the matter of safety is twofold: to both
increase congregational awareness and to allow the
committees and council to create and implement
safety polices that still allow us to be a friendly,
welcoming church.  

Peace,
Jolene Richardson
Parish Administrator
Chair of Administration and Property

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Articles and photographs for the 

FEBRUARY 2018
newsletter must be 

submitted to the 
Parish Administrator at 

office@saintandrewchurch.com

The deadline for submissions is

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 2017 

FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Happy New (calendar) Year!  In a sense, I’ve had
the feelings that normally accompany the New Year
since starting at St. Andrew in November.  I’ve
contemplated new possibilities.  Excitement has
been renewed weekly by a devout body of
worshippers, lively liturgy, and an honest intent in
this parish’s faith life.  Thank you for welcoming me
and my family so openly – I look forward to getting
to know you all better over the coming months and
years!

As my ‘extended new year’ feelings have washed
over me lately, a hymn text by John Thornburg, a
contemporary American theologian, has come to
mind. I hope these words frame your New Year’s
excitement the way they have mine:

   This is a light year: a time to celebrate

        that far-flung stars can light the way 

        to God’s eternal truth.

        Hallelujah!

   This is a new year: when calendar and clock

        can scarce reveal how present 

        God can be to those who wait.

        Hallelujah!

   This is a doubt year: when some will say

      “Give up!” while others stand and journey on,

       encouraged by the Lord.

       Hallelujah!

   This is a friend year: a time to find the ones

       who share the untamed hope 

       that God can loose our wildest dreams.

       Hallelujah!

 
Brian T. Russell, D.Mus.A.

 

Music Opportunities at St. Andrew
Adult Choir (Grade 8 & older)
Cherub Choir (K to 2nd) 
St. Andrew Singers (Grades 3-7)
Handbell Choir (Grade 7 & older)
STAMP (contemporary music)

If interested contact: Dr. Brian Russell, Director of
Music, at russell@saintandrewchurch.com or
Katherine Mansouri, Children’s Choir Director, at
mansouri@bellsouth.net.
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NURTURE COMMITTEE NEWS

You and Health Ministries, 
A New Year’s Resolution!

While recently thinking about New Year's
Resolutions I came across a newsletter article that I
wrote in 2016 about Health Ministries.  Since health
is usually at the top of my New Year's resolutions, I
thought that it was fitting to begin my 2018
newsletter articles with a different approach to
health.  Even though the term Health Ministries may
not be on your radar screen, I believe that one’s own
personal health and the health ministries of the
church are wound together.  God's call to us to be
responsible for our own personal health is only a
small part of God's call to us to participate in the
health ministries of the life of the church.  Terry
Tempest Williams, an author and naturalist, is
quoted as saying: "This is my living faith, an active
faith, a faith of verbs: to question, explore,
experiment, experience, walk, run, dance, play, (I
would add sing) eat, love, learn, dare, taste, touch,
smell, listen, argue, speak, write, read, draw,
provoke, emote, scream, sin, repent, cry, kneel,
pray, bow, rise, stand, look, laugh, cajole, create,
confront, confound, walk back, walk forward, circle,
hide, and seek."

It occurred to me as I read and re-read this quote
that these verbs are the very heart of personal
health and the health ministries of a congregation.
As we attempt to keep ourselves healthy each day,
we live through many or possibly all of the verbs
listed above.  It is the same with the church.  As we
grow in our faith and relationship with others in the
church we have the opportunity to live our faith
through the health ministries of the congregation.
But, just what is Health Ministry?

Health ministry has always been a part of the
church.  It is the work of the church, the answer to
the call to healing and to the community, the
continuing restorative work of Christ.  The
congregation becomes the arms and heart of Christ
to facilitate healing and restoration to individuals,
families and the community and in doing so grows
more fully into the expression of our Lord inside and
outside the church building.  It is intentional ministry
for the whole person - mind, body and spirit -
individually and communally for all of God's children.
It applies to stewardship for all of life, human and
ecological, in the care of one another, the care of

creation, and the care of self.   

St. Andrew has a long-standing history of cultivation
of an intentional healing community.  Forty-three
years ago we started with a few individuals
participating in worship, Bible study, prayer, and
education.  St. Andrew quickly became a
congregation of individuals expressing their faith
through their actions not only within the
congregation but also throughout the community. 

The Southeastern Synod of the ELCA Health
Ministries Task Force has identified Health
Ministries as: 

H   Health/Hope: spiritual, physical, mental, social     
E   Education/Enhancement: Sharing our learning
and putting into action
A   Access: Programs, resources, communities
L    Leadership: Responsibility to community,
responsibility for self
T   Teach/Touch: Reaching out in relationships,
friendship
H   Healing: New life, new beginnings

As you look around St. Andrew and see the
activities of this congregation both within and
outside the building, you might want to take a few
minutes to use a few of the verbs above to describe
and/or help you to explore your role in the health
ministries of the church.  What is your role?  Is there
a place within the church where your talents could
be used to enhance the health of the congregation
and the community?  Are you doing all that you can
do not only to enhance your own health but to also
be an active participant in the health ministries of St.
Andrew Lutheran Church?  Put your health and your
participation in congregational health at the top of
your New Year's resolution for 2018.  

Happy New Year! 

Connie Pearson, Chair
St. Andrew Health Ministries Team

References: Anu Garg, A.Word.A.Day,
Wordsmith.org: the magic of words. 2014. 



Page -7-

A NEW YEAR OF WELCA
Yoga for All Ages and Abilities:

Tuesday, January 16, 2018

On Tuesday evening, January 16, Mary Denbek will
present a program on Yoga for All Ages and
Abilities.  Mary began practicing yoga on a regular
basis 22 years ago when she began working at the
Franklin Family YMCA.  In 2007, Mary became
certified in Silver Sneaker Yoga Stretch classes and
has been teaching ever since.  Mary states that,
"Yoga is a lifelong practice benefitting anyone who
is fit and active as well as sedentary, a non-
exerciser, those who are in post-rehabilitation
programs, and those that just want to enjoy some
fellowship in a positive environment.  Yoga helps
with range of motion, balance, posture, stress
reduction, and overall enhances your daily life." 
Join us as Mary takes us through some non-
threatening postures!

The potluck begins at 6:30 p.m.  Mary will present
Chair Yoga around 7:00 p.m.  Please contact Beth
Smith at 615-479-3566 if you need a sitter.

Quilt-A-Thon
Saturday, January 13
Please join us for a day of fun and fellowship while
we work on quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  If you
can’t stay all day, drop in when you can; we would
love to have you join us.  If you can cut, tie, and
thread a needle we need you. Our goal is 25 quilts!

Lunch will be provided.  RSVP by signing up on the
WELCA bulletin board.  Bring a friend!

JANUARY 2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Jan. 8 Quilting 9:30 a.m. 

Jan. 13 Quilt-A-Thon 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Jan. 16 Potluck & Chair Yoga at 6:30 p.m.

Jan. 18 **SOAP SUNDAY

Jan. 22 Quilting 9:30 a.m. 

Please bring SOAP for Lutheran World Relief
each third Sunday or donate funds to St. Andrew
WELCA and we will purchase for you!

The Navigators 
(St. Andrew’s Men’s Group)
The Navigators are a fellowship of men within the
church.  We try to meet each month on the first
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. for a hearty breakfast,
fellowship, and a devotional study.  We encourage
new members to come join us when we meet each
month and for our regulars to bring a guest.  Come
early to help cook, set up the tables, and have more
time for coffee and fellowship.   

As we are able, we assist with various building
maintenance projects, Room at the Inn, and
occasionally bigger projects.  This year we helped
refurbish two disaster relief trailers for Lutheran
Services in Tennessee.  If you have ideas for other
projects please bring them with you to our next
Navigators’ breakfast.  The coffee is always hot so
please join us sometime soon.

In His Service,
Frank A. Hale

ST. PAUL’S BREAKFAST MINISTRY

Pictured above: St. Andrew High School class
served breakfast at St. Paul’s breakfast ministry on
Sunday, December 3.  Each family brought a
casserole, in addition to the regular food we make. 
The kids handed out Christmas gifts as people left. 
It was a great day!   A BIG thank you to  Ken
Sersland for donating socks to this ministry, Alice
Chapman for the donated books, all the families
who donated casseroles, and Will Gordy for his
help assembling the gift bags.

Blessings,
Laura McElroy
St. Paul Breakfast Ministry Coordinator
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AROUND THE PARISH

Births:
Kalani Faro Gutierrez,
newborn daughter of
Anthony and Krista
Gutierrez, was born on
Tuesday, November 28,
2017 at 7:42 a.m. at
Williamson Medical Center. 
Kalani was 7 lbs and 20.5
inches long.  Mommy and Kalani are doing well. 
Alaia & Livi are ecstatic with baby sister.  Daddy is
seriously outnumbered!  Congratulations to the
Guiterrez family! 

Avery Kay Grandt, first
newborn child of Josh and
Kristen Grandt, was born on
Wednesday, November 29 at
11:09 a.m.  Avery weighed 8
lbs. 11 oz. and was 20
inches long.  Congratulations
to Kristen and Josh!

Baptism:
Copeland Michel Simpkins, son of Pastors Matt
and Melody Simpkins, was baptized on Sunday,
December 3, 2017, at Christ South Lutheran
Church, in Charlotte, NC.  Ashton and Gabriel
Simpkins, brothers of nine-month old Copeland,
stood with him as he was baptized.  The Rev.
Naomi Carriker of Charlotte officiated.  Pastor
Naomi, her husband Pastor Chandler Carriker, and
son Jonathan served as sponsors for Copeland.  A
special cousin, Michel Metzner from Michigan,
Copeland's name sake,  cousin Rita Metzner,
grandparents Karen and HL Roberson from
Franklin, TN, and Gina and Joe Simpkins from
Charlotte were
in attendance. 
Copeland is the
grandson of
Nancy
Simpkins and
great-nephew
of Mary
Hinchey,
members of St.
Andrew. 

Marriage:

Michael McBlane and
John Humber were married
on Monday, November 22 at
Abiding Savior Lutheran
Church in Asheville, NC with
Pastor David Eck officiating. 
Congratulations Michael
and John!

Our Saint Lucia’s:
Emma and Chloe delighted children at the
children’s sermon on December 10 as she “showed
up” to give the children ginger cookies when the
congregation sang about St. Lucia.  A special
thanks to Meredith Frantz, who baked and
wrapped the cookies for St. Lucia Sunday!
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WE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS
Introduced on Sunday, December 17 

Koilraja Baulsingh and Bobby Rita Jansi, and
their children Charlene and Paul Lesley, join St.
Andrew through Affirmation of Baptism.  Koilraja is a
software engineer and Bobby is a stay-at-home
mom.  Charlene and Paul attend Kenrose
Elementary, where Charlene is in 3rd grade and Paul
is in Kindergarten. 

Michael Briggs transfers his membership from
Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church in Woodlands, Texas.
Michael returns home after being away from
Nashville for 16 years, previously living in Atlanta
and Houston.  He has a very active rescue dog
named Nemo.  She is almost 5 years old and thinks
she is part kangaroo based off her high jump!
Michael is a passionate aviation enthusiast and a
fan of karaoke.  Fun fact - at the age of 6 months,
his mom took him to Spain on a military wives
charter to meet his dad for the first time.  He was
stationed on the U.S.S. John F. Kennedy. Michael
was baptized in Spain on the ship in December of
1978.
 
Anita Freund will join St. Andrew as an associate
member with her main membership at St. Andrews
Lutheran Church in her hometown of Hickory, NC. 
Anita resides in Franklin part-time to be close to her
son and family, Jason and Marlene Boshears,
Emilene, Alex, and Charlie.  She will eventually
move to Franklin permanently, and has already
been involved with many ministries including
volunteer receptionist, helping with church mailings,
and quilting.
 
Claire Moseley and Zack Lemoine come to St.
Andrew through Affirmation of Baptism.  Keala,
Kaydence, Rylan, and Luke Lemoine are Zack’s
children from a previous marriage.  Vann Moseley
and Ainsley Lemoine are already  members at St.
Andrew.  Claire was baptized, confirmed, and grew
up at St. Andrew.  Zack is originally from Colorado
and moved around before putting down roots in
Franklin.  He comes from a non-denominational
church family, but has found a home here at St.
Andrew. 

Bernie and Kim Olszewski come to St. Andrew
through transfer of membership from Emmaus Road
Lutheran Church in Levittown, PA. The Olszewskis
have been married 33 years.  Bernie recently retired

from the U.S. Army Reserves and Dept. of Army
Civilian position.  Kim retired after a long career
with Bristol Myers Squibb Pharmaceuticals
Company. The Olszewskis moved to TN to be
closer to their daughter and granddaughters.  They
love being Nanny and Poppy to their grandchildren!
 
James and Bernadette Patton, Ashton and
Isabelle moved to Tennessee just over a year ago
from the panhandle of Florida.  They come to St.
Andrew through Affirmation of Baptism.  The
Pattons are enjoying exploring their new community
and look forward to being part of the community at
St. Andrew.
 

FELLOWSHIP NEWS

SASSY - St. Andrew Seniors Staying
Young
There is NO SASSY in January!  Mark your
calendars to meet on Thursday, February 1!

Family Fellowship Night
Friday, January 19
Mark your calendars for a family game night at St.
Andrew on Friday, January 19 at St. Andrew
beginning at 6:30 p.m.  This will be a fun evening
for all ages!  Bring a favorite board game or group
activity to share along with a snack.  Pizza and
drinks are provided.  Let us know you are coming
so we know how much pizza to purchase by

signing a yellow card with
the family name/head
count and drop it in the
offering plate or sign up in
the fellowship hall at the
bulletin board.  Come one,
come all, and plan for a
fun evening to chase
away those wintertime
blahs!

Correspondence:
Dear St. Andrew congregation,

Thank you for the many prayers, cards, and
visits during my stay at NHC!   Many thanks for the
many pastoral visits, home eucharistic minister
visits, and the beautiful blue shawl from the prayer
shawl ministry.  

Peace and love,
Lee Harms
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT

A Willing Suspension of Disbelief
There are always a few ideas streaking across the
horizon of my mind.  This morning my mind-streaks
are colored with the remnants of a family-packed
and love-filled Thanksgiving holiday; the creative,
inspiring ideas and warmth necessary for the much
anticipated and beloved marathon of baking
Christmas goodies; and the bit of spirit and sparkle
that seems to lay heavy upon this holiday season’s
air.
 
At Thanksgiving, we played a game where my sister
had us draw questions from a bowl and discuss
among our family.  Some were questions such as:
 “What advice would you give your great-great
grandchildren?   What would you tell me if you knew
I only had a day left to live?  What’s your most
influential life memory?”  Well, of course, my mother
drew the “What would you tell me if I were dying?”
question.  My sister mentioned how she always
loved that my mother was so entirely into all of the
holidays growing up and so well exemplified the
“willing suspension of disbelief” element to all of
life’s questions.  My mother was even more excited
than the children about Santa Claus, and she swore
to us once that she and her sister spied elves on a
chandelier.  She relayed this story with such
absolute belief, I still have yet to know if it is true or
not.  On family vacations, my mother would read a
roadmap and navigate some absolute back-road
ways to explore the countryside and go on another
adventure.  She loved playing any imaginary games
with us, and there was little, if any, correction to
reality.  In fact, I will embarrassingly admit, my
imaginary rabbit friend was well around as a comfort
until I reached a double-digit age.  Even today, my
very literal and serious daughter’s explanation of my
mother’s unique quirkiness is “Mumsys will be
Mumsys.”
 
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus this time of year,
some historical scholars will comment and argue
that Christ’s birthday is not recorded, but that he
was not likely born during the December month due
to the star-charts, historical context of his birth, and
the early arguments posed to celebrate it on a
different date.  Yes, it was not until 440 years after
Christ’s birth that this date was chosen among many
other dates argued for in April, May, and November.
December 25 conveniently coincided with the pagan
holidays of natalis solis invicti (the Roman "birth of
the unconquered sun"), and the birthday of Mithras,
the Iranian "Sun of Righteousness," as well as
being the same time of year as the celebrated winter
solstice.  The argument that Christianity ingeniously
merged with the common holidays to recruit more to
its religion is brought up to discredit the foundation
of our faith.  Yet, the truth that we do not know

Christ’s actual birthday and our Christian religion
has chosen a day to celebrate his birth does not
bother most Christians.  I have known some elderly
people born in the very country parts of the south
who don’t have birth certificates.  They had family
Bibles where their grandmother recorded their birth
date when she remembered to write it down.  
Sometimes their parents just told them to pick a
day—a day to celebrate their birth and write on all
legal documents and claim as truth.  They were still
very much alive, real and beautiful people who
made a difference in their communities and nations
even without a historical record of their birthday. 
 
We need a bit of that willing suspension of disbelief
of reality this time of year—a tiny bit of that sparkle
of spirit that clings to our body days after the holiday
has past.  It may be a bit like that magical piece of
glitter you wipe off your child’s forehead and
comment, “where did this come from/it must have
been a fairy’s kiss.”   To me, this is the heart of
faith—a belief in something that can’t be proven or
disproven. 
 
As discussed in drama class—that willing
suspension of disbelief is what makes the process
of a live performance so much greater than those
who make up the audience--it is the interaction of
the audience with one another and with the actors
all living and creating in that moment that matters so
that there are never two identical performances by a
cast.  I am not attempting to mass market, cheap-
plastic or synthesize our faith or belief by making a
comparison to the theater.  Rather, as an example I
am using the dynamic group belief of a common
experience to explain why our faith and prayers
shared together seem so much greater than our
individual journey alone. 
 
I am uncertain of how one could experience true
faith without doubt.  As the first story of creation is
taught to us as a child, the explanation is made that
God created light and separated the darkness from
the light.  Thus, in this creation of light, darkness
was born.  That is the part of faith I learned many
years after my childhood upbringing in a
conservative church—God wants us to know and
explore the doubts, questions, and darkness of our
faith.  Yet, from time to time, God wants us to come
back to suspension of doubts and questions and
fellowship in the magic of God’s season of true
belief in light and love.  We come together in faith as
we have a little glitter or ash put on our foreheads to
remind us to celebrate every day as the birth of faith,
the birth of belief, the birth of light, and the birth of
Christ’s love.
 
In Christ’s love,
P. Marlene Boshears
St. Andrew Lutheran Church
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ST. ANDREW 

LUTHERAN YOUTH

Save the Date
Saturday, February 10, 2018! 

Our youth will host the annual Youth Valentine
dinner and show on Saturday, February 10.  They
are working hard on planning a wonderful evening
for you.  Ticket sales will begin soon.
 

Many Thanks!
• To all volunteers who help on Sunday

mornings, at youth group events, and
beyond!  What you do is so important for the
faith formation of our children and youth. 

• To Chloe Stiles and Emma Tallyn, our Saint
Lucias this year. 

• To Roger Meyerhoff, for the use of a flatbed
truck and helping with the Christmas Eve
luminaries. 

• To all of the youth and parents who helped
set up, light, and clean up luminaries and to
all who participated in Christmas caroling.

• To parent volunteers who helped with
rehearsals and costuming and to all the
children and youth who participated in the
3:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.

 

KEEP THE KROGER CARD REWARDS
COMING ~ To benefit our youth programs...
It's time to re-enroll for the 2018 Kroger community
rewards.  Each participant currently signed up to
support our youth ministries through the Kroger
Community Rewards program is required to re-enroll
his or her Kroger Plus card on an annual basis
through the Kroger.com website.  Please visit
www.Kroger.com to re-enroll your card.  You will
need to log in using your e-mail and password that
you had set up, and scroll to find Saint Andrew
Lutheran Church, or use our number, which is
59564.  

Sign up for the Rewards program at:
www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewards
Now.  For more information on the Kroger Rewards
program, contact Sandy Vollmer at 615-794-1624.

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS
ALL YOUTH ARE INVITED TO JOIN US!

• Jan. 7 -  STAKK 5th & 6th graders, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
• Jan. 14 - SLY 7th – 12th graders, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
• Jan. 28 - SLY 7th – 12th graders 5:00-7:00 p.m.

SLY CHRISTMAS TREE GAME FUN

YOUTH AT MY CANVAS KIDS!

FUN GAMES
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FAITH FORMATION AT ST. ANDREW
       

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:50 A.M. 

FOR All AGES  
CHILDREN, YOUTH, & 

ADULTS

Monday Evening Bible Study 
The Gospel of Luke
7:00 p.m. - Pearson Hall
The Monday Night Bible Study is studying the
Gospel of Luke with the help of N. T. Wright, one of
the world’s most well-known Bible scholars and a
onetime bishop in the Church of England.  His
commentary, Luke for Everyone, provides historical
information and personal insight to the Gospel in
short, easy-to-read segments.  The book is
available on Amazon and other sites. (The author
may be listed as Tom Wright; we are using the
book that is by him alone, not the study guide
written by Patty Bell.)  Everyone is welcome to
show up at anytime to read and discuss Luke – no
need to read the N. T. Wright book!  It’s easy to
jump into the conversation at any point, and we’re
still in the early chapters of the Gospel.

There is no Monday Bible study on January 1,
2018.
 

WEDNESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday Morning Bible Study, which meets
from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m., will  study “Reformation
Roots” beginning January 10, 2018.  This is a 12-
part DVD series which covers “From Night to Dawn:
the Stage is set for the Reformation” to “The
Catholic Reformation: Reaction and Renewal.”  If
you want to know more about the Reformation or
why we have so many Protestant denominations,
come to Wednesday Morning Bible Study and bring
your popcorn.  If babysitting is needed, please call
Wanda Jasper at 615-972-4110. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

Studies of the Sunday Lectionary
This adult class meets at 10:00 a.m. in Pearson Hall
to study scripture appointed for the day.  Bring your
coffee and join Pastor Lippard or Pastor Museus.

Newcomer/Inquirer’s Class
The Newcomer/Inquirer’s classes are designed for
those who are interested in learning more about St.
Andrew or membership.  Watch for a new session
of classes coming in the New Year on Sundays
at 9:50 a.m. in Pearson Hall.  Anyone new to the
church are welcome to sit in on the class.  Bring
your coffee and your questions!  Speak with
Emeritus Pastor Eric Pearson on Sundays for more
information.  

Companions in Christ (CIC)
The Companions in Christ Sunday School Class
meets off the fellowship hall in Room 124 at 9:50
a.m.  Discussion in topics varies with current events
and studies.  

Active Parenting Class
Please join the Active Parenting Sunday School
class Sunday, January 7 and 21 at 9:50 a.m. for
fun, fellowship and to grow in Christian marriage and
parenting.  Meet in room 126/127.  All are welcome! 

CIC Epiphany Party!
Frank and Cindy Hale will host the CIC Epiphany
Southern Dinner party (from Thanksgiving Night in
the Hunger Fight) on Saturday, January 6 at 5:30
p.m.  Their address is 5077 Abington Ridge Lane,
Franklin, 37067.  RSVP to Frank or Cindy at
fahale@utk.edu or cindy.mercer.hale@gmail.com.
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Please Remember in Your
Prayers

FOR HEALTH & HEALING                      
Vic & Sue Hundt     Susanna Armstrong Ann Moeck 
Ron Lau           Bill & Lynn Robinson Edwin Myers 
Judith Anderson      Sharron McFarland          Don Carlenius
Jimmy Felker      Rachel Haltiwanger

Jere Jeter, father of Paul Jeter
Rosanna Nykanen, friend of Anne Fottrell
Homayoun Kabir, son-in-law of Judy Mowery
Scott Bowker, son of Charlie & Peggy Bowker
Smith Benson, father of James Benson
Sharon Stovall, friend of Jolene Richardson
Amy Bachman, niece of Carol Edwards
Kathy Hanson, friend of Shirley Swan
Sue Rogers, sister-in-law of Laura Rogers
Jennifer Mueller, daughter of Jane Franks
Joan & Ed Daugherty, sister & brother-in-law of the Combiths
Kristie Pennington, friend of Julie Bednar
Judy Trosper, member of the congregation
Bill Frost, husband of Peggy Frost
Pat Mettee, wife of Pastor Howard Mettee
Laran Philpott, friend of the congregation
Dolores Bateman, sister of Libbie Quinn
Bob Holloway, husband of Linda Holloway
Liam Daniel Baumann, nephew of Juli-Kay Baumann
Lanier Schreiner, daughter-in-law of the Schreiners
David Eyer, friend of Eric & Connie Pearson
The Grills family, friends of the Hunt family
Gwen Hampton, sister of Jeanne Parr
Michael Paul Lewis-Cooper, nephew of Cathy Miller
Carolyn Galegor, friend of Ken Cockerham
Janice Williams, friend of the Blanchards
Cody Brown, great-nephew of the Richardsons
Matthew Hodge & family, friends of the Vollmers
Dianne McClendon & family
John Rogers & familly, friends of Ken Cockerham
Steve Reckard, brother of Julie Anderson
David Downey, cousin of Lisa Blanchard
Mary Brogan, friend of Connie Pearson

OTHER:
For our St. Andrew Council; for wisdom and leadership
Bishop H. Julian Gordy, Pastor Morgan & family
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
Area ELCA congregations & those in transition
Mission Partner - Peace Lutheran Church in Springhill
The Trinity/HOPE Feeding Program & the people of Haiti
St. Andrew Building Debt Reduction
Pastor Palmer Clemmer
Pastor Jill Henning
For an end to violence against one another
For elected leaders who lead our country
For healing, hope, peace for our country and other countries
For communities to love one another as brothers and sisters
For communities suffering from domestic violence
For the communities healing from loss
For communities to live in peace
For communities and countries suffering from natural disasters
For those suffering from domestic violence
For caregivers who care for loved ones
For service men & women who defend our country & their 
        families who have lost loved ones
For those battling depression & mental illness
Those unemployed, under-employed, or seeking jobs
For those leaving prison & seeking life and work outside
For those contemplating surgery
Mistreated, abandoned & homeless animals

IN MEMORIAM: 
Cheyenne Campbell, cousin of Rand & Beth Smith’s son-in-law
Lyndel Butler, father-in-law of Pam Butler
Russell Hudson, father of Vann Moseley
Sam Castrovinci, friend of John & Fran Helfrich
Mary Hench, friend of Elizabeth Short
Matt Capell, cousin of Connie Pearson
Helen Thoma, friend of Jolene & Mike Richardson

REMEMBER THOSE DEPLOYED 
FOR MILITARY  SERVICE:

If you know of someone who is in the military or has been
deployed for duty, please let the church office know so
that we can list them in prayers.

Ian King, step-grandson of Marty & Al Dieterle
Diane Slaten, friend of Beth Smith
Barbi Miller, niece of Mike & Jody Smith
Jay Tully, son of Jim & Becky Tully
Andy Richardson, nephew of Mike & Jolene Richardson
Jacob Moxley, great nephew of Jim & Pat Pitt
William Lehmann, nephew of Diane & Art DeVooght
Joey Ladnier, nephew of Morgan Gordy
Jeffrey P. Hill, son of Jeff & Tina Hill
Nick Smith, son-in-law of Jeff & Tina Hill
Tony Wirth, cousin of Dana Nethercutt
Matt Parr, grandson of Jeanne Parr
Cole Jorgenson, son of Barbra Jorgenson 

& grandson of Ron & Sue Hartman

**Please note that all names will be removed after
two months on the prayer list.  If you would like for
someone to remain on the prayer list indefinitely,
please let us know.
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Congratulations!

January Birthdays:
January 1 Rebekah Hinson

Bonnie Sersland
January 2 Nicole Karriot

Stacy Klug
Brendan Medina

January 3 Brett Forsberg
Claire Harris

January 5 Carla Thurman
January 6 Jim Cottingham
January 8 Andrew Kwarciak
January 11 Sheree Koutsoukos
January 12 Tim Donegan
January 13 Cindy Hale
January 14 Amy Hafner
January 15 Eric Randa
January 16 Scott Adams
January 17 Christy-Lee Lowe

Lynn Samuelson
Toni Santarpia
Annie Thurman

January 18 Emily Bednar
Paula McNiel

January 19 Damon Green III
Laura Rogers

January 22 Donnie Smith
January 23 Whitney Williams

Savannah Wolfgram
January 25 Don Carlenius

Don Norsworthy
January 27 Michael Lippard

Jimmy Shannon
January 28 Ken Sersland
January 30 Terri Dattilo
January 31 Hannah Coleman

January Anniversaries:
January 2 Jim & MaryBeth Cottingham

Tom & Laura McElroy
January 6 Mike & Tiffany Alday

Michael Lippard & Susan Springer
January 21 Christopher & Katy Campbell
January 31 Lance & Mallory Dorman

**Please let the office know if you don’t see your
special date listed so we can update our records!

NEWS FROM TRINITY HOPE
Presence
By Kim Beihl

With Christmas Day only a few weeks away and the
holiday season in full swing, it can be easy for
anyone to get caught up in the commercialism that
overtakes this time of year.  Have you ever heard
the play on words “presence vs. presents”?  We all
can get overly excited, placing too much emphasis
on giving and receiving presents, instead of focusing
on the presence of our King, our Savior, who was
born in a manger.  I recall the first Christmas we
celebrated after returning from our first trip to Haiti. 
It was difficult for me to think about spending money
on presents and even harder to receive gifts when I
knew that just a short plane ride away there were
children in Haiti that wouldn’t even have a gift to
open, yet a meal to eat that Christmas Day.  It may
be easier for those of us to give when we have more
to give away, but how much more sweet is it to give
when we have little to give away?  Just like the
parable in the Bible of the widow’s mite, we
witnessed the act of giving in that same miraculous
way during our first visit to a school.  We were
waiting for the children to return with their parents for
a time of VBS after the school day had ended,
hoping they would actually show up.  We sat and
waited and waited and then down this long, dusty
road we saw a young girl in a bright white dress
walking with her parents back toward the school.
Then more children with their parents began to
arrive, one after the other.  They had gone home,
changed their clothes into their Sunday best, and
were coming back so proud to introduce their
parents to us.  As the parents walked forward to
greet us, we noticed they were carrying things with
them and then setting them at the front of the
classroom.  They brought us gifts.  They brought us
food as a gift.  For a family that had very little, they
were willing to bring us some of their food to show
their appreciation for us being there.  They were so
thankful for our presence that they brought us
presents, even if it meant giving up a portion of what
was so desperately needed for their family.  There
are no words to describe that humbling feeling. So,
this Christmas, don’t just give presents, be present,
and maybe even think of how to give even if you
think there’s not much left to give.  The blessing
you’ll receive will be worth it!  I’ll never forget that
image of that little girl in that white dress walking
down that road because it will forever remind me of
the amazing presence of love we received that day. 
Merry Christmas!
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St. Andrew Lutheran Church

Designated Funds
January 1 to November 31, 2017

     Designated Fund Beg Balance 
January 1

Deposits Payments End Balance
June 30

Benevolence: 30 30
     Disaster Relief 1125 4535 5620 40
     World Hunger 90 2230 2315 5
God’s Global Barnyard 210.07 210.07
Memorials - General 1335.94 1440 1412.8 1363.14
Columbarium 32543.26 4000 2560 33983.26
Meditation Garden 5354.49 960 6314.49
Debt Reduction/Organ 430 27006.11 23321.11 4115
Youth Fund 13796.52 5962.36 4451.97 15306.91
Capital Replacement Reserve 38557.96 38557.96
Wedding Deposits 800 650 1000 450
Misc. Designated 1977.91 23994.71 6708.07 19264.55
     Total Designated Funds  $         96,011.08  $ 70,338.25  $   39,680.88  $     119,640.38 

Financial Update          NOV. Budget NOV. Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual
Total Revenue 73308 80369.69 761392 859885.85

Total Expenses 75338           83871.59 840.492.00 807974.29
Surplus (Deficit) -2030 -3501.9 -79100 51911.56

Mortgages Beg Balance Principle
Payments

End Balance

Mortgage #1 2325317.9 79581.24 2245736.66

Cash Balances

Checking Savings

108994.1 410402.48

RAFFLE NEWS
And the winner is...
The raffle winner has been drawn from all the Haiti
Hunger Fight Events.  Thank you to everyone for
helping us sell over 950 tickets and providing over
14,800 meals!  The winner is Shirley Swan from St.
Andrew!  She was so surprised and thankful.  Shirley
loves working the Thanksgiving Night in the Hunger
Fight events to help feed the children!  Shirley won 3
days in a private cabin in Gatlinburg which includes
tickets to Dollywood, Ripleys and other venues. 
Congratulations to Shirley!

MEMORIALS & TRIBUTES
To the Glory of God by Pastor Eric and Connie
Pearson to Paraments

In Memory of Lyndel Butler, father-in-law of Pam
Butler, by Wayne & Jeanette Higbe to the Pipe Organ

In Memory of Frank Vann, father of Helen Moseley,
by Wayne & Jeanette Higbe to the Pipe Organ

WEATHER ALERT & EVENTS!
Please keep in mind that if the weather is
questionable, activities, events, meetings for all ages
including youth might be cancelled.  Safety is our top
priority.  We will do our best to communicate any
cancellations through e-mail, the church Facebook
page, and by cell or telephone.  If you are part of a
group who is meeting at the church, contact your
group leader or look for a message from them.  
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When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. ~ Matthew 2:9  

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH
908 Murfreesboro Road  
Franklin, Tennessee 37064
(615) 794-1624        
www.saintandrewchurch.com    
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