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FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Middle Tennessee Seminarian Assistance Fund
This year the offerings given at our Wednesday evening

Advent services will be helping to jump-start a new ministry

of ELCA congregations in our area: the Middle Tennessee

Seminarian Assistance Fund.

Our Middle TN congregations have supported many

seminarians working to become deacons or pastors.  Many

of these students – myself included – have not taken the

“traditional” path to becoming a pastor: moving to attend an

ELCA seminary and going through its process. (Though, as

Bishop Gordy often points out, fewer and fewer people are

taking this traditional route of study.)  Instead, our

seminarians have been attending non-ELCA seminaries or

they’ve been completing their degrees through distance

learning programs.  Often they make these decisions

because they cannot relocate their family to attend an ELCA

seminary, because they cannot leave their job, or for other

personal reasons.

Taking a non-traditional course of study often leads to extra

costs that are not covered by scholarships: travel and

housing for required distance-learning meet-ups; fees to

affiliate with a Lutheran seminary; cost to do an extra

“Lutheran year” of study, etc.  The Middle Tennessee

Seminarian Assistance Fund will help to cover these extra 

(Continued on pg. 2, Middle TN Seminarians Assistance Fund)

Advent Midweek
Worship

December 5, 12, & 19

i A CATERED DINNER is served
from 5:30-6:40 p.m.  Please
RSVP to the church on Monday
before each Wednesday dinner. 
The cost is $7 for adults, $3
children, or $20 for a family.  

 
i HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER

by Marty Haugen at 7:00 p.m.

Our Wednesday midweek worship
during Advent will feature a liturgy
that is beloved by many people at St.
Andrew and by others in our
community, Marty Haugen’s Holden
Evening Prayer.  We will gather for a
catered meal (RSVP needed!) in the
fellowship hall.  Dinner is served from
5:30-6:40 p.m.  

The worship service will begin in the
nave at 7:00 p.m.  Each service will
be 25 minutes long, including a short
homily by Pr. Lippard or Pr. Museus. 
Our Advent offering is designated
to go to Middle Tennessee
Seminarians Assistant Fund.
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ST. ANDREW STAFF
Senior Pastor

The Rev. Dr. Michael A. Lippard
pastor@saintandrewchurch.com

Pastor Emeritus
The Rev. Eric C. Pearson

emeripast@saintandrewchurch.com

Associate Pastor 
The Rev. Katherine Museus

pastormuseus@saintandrewchurch.com

Director for Youth & Children’s
Ministries

Sandy Vollmer
sandyvollmer@saintandrewchurch.com

 Director of Music
Dr. Brian Russell

brussell@saintandrewchurch.com

Organist
Dr. Darryl Miller

darrylraymiller@bellsouth.net

Parish Administrator
Newsletter Editor
Jolene Richardson

office@saintandrewchurch.com

Administrative Assistant
The Rev. Susan Springer

assistant@saintandrewchurch.com 

Children’s Choir Director
Katherine Mansouri

mansouri@bellsouth.net

Nursery Attendants
Amber Barker

Michele Richardson

Sunday Schedule
8:30 a.m. Holy Communion
9:50 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Holy Communion
Nursery available throughout the morning

Congregational Council:
President         Doug Hale
Vice President        Kelly Feasel
Secretary        Sue Cox
Treasurer        Shirley Swan
Financial Secretary         Julie Bednar
Finance         Katy Campbell
Faith Formation       Jen Roberts
Membership Development  Adam McGee
Administration         Jolene Richardson
Outreach Ministries        Zach Harris
Stewardship        Bernie Olszewski
Worship and Music        Jody Smith
Fellowship         Meredith Frantz
Nurture         Linda Strickland
Youth Representatives   Emma Tallyn

       Chloe Stiles

THE SEMI-ANNUAL 
CONGREGATION

MEETING 
December 2 

The semi-annual congregation meeting will be held
on Sunday, December 2 in the nave immediately
following the late service at approximately 12:15
p.m.  

The purpose of the meeting is to adopt a ministry
spending plan and elect a nominating committee for
2019.  Please bring the April meeting minutes that
were mailed to you and the ministry spending plan,
found in member mailboxes at church, to the
meeting.

A nursery will be provided for nursery-age children. 
Pizza and activities will be available for children,
nursery through 6th grade.  All confirmed members
and confirmation students are urged to attend the
meeting.

expenses for seminarians who are members of our
congregations, giving priority to these unique needs in 
awarding funds to students.  After these funding requests have
been met, available funds will also be used to assist with other
needs, including the needs of students who are attending an
ELCA seminary.

Our Middle TN congregations are currently supporting three
seminarians; none of them have taken the traditional route,
and each is going about the process in a different way.  I hope
you will consider contributing to our midweek Advent offerings
to support these people as they pursue God’s call to rostered
ministry in the ELCA.  If you would like to contribute on your
own, you can do so via the synod website (www.elca-ses.org);
simply use the “Give Now” link and designate your gift to the
Middle Tennessee Seminarian Assistance Fund.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Museus

mailto:pastorlippard@saintandrewchurch.com
mailto:emeripast@saintandrewchurch.com
mailto:pastorallen@saintandrewchurch.com
mailto:sarah@saintandrewchurch.com
mailto:scheusner@bellsouth.net
mailto:darrylraymiller@bellsouth.net
mailto:khopkins@saintandrewchurch.com
mailto:office@saintandrewchurch.com
mailto:assistant@saintandrewchurch.com
mailto:assistant@saintandrewchurch.com
mailto:jami@saintandrewchurch.com


Page -3-

FROM THE PASTOR

Advent and Christmas
The four Sundays before Christmas Day are the
season of Advent, a time of waiting and preparing for
the coming of the Christ.  Early each Advent, we
focus upon Christ's coming in glory at the end of the
age.  As we move toward Christmas, our attention
shifts to preparing for his birth - in Bethlehem and
within us.

With Advent just a few days away and Christmas
following close behind, our midweek Advent homilies
on December 5, 12, and 19 will focus on the primary
characters in the Christmas story, Joseph, Mary, and
Jesus.  While many people think Christmas is already
with us, I hope most of us realize it doesn't actually
begin until Christmas Eve.

On these three Wednesday evenings, we will gather
to share food and fellowship, beginning at 5:30 and
ending around 6:40.  These meals will be catered, so
having an idea about how many will be attending is
important.  Please sign your name and let us know
how many will attend on a yellow card and drop it in
the offering plate, or use the sign-up sheet posted on
the bulletin board near the kitchen.  The cost of the
meals is $7 per adult and $5 per child, with a
maximum of $20 per family.

Then at 7:00, we'll go into the church to sing Holden
Evening Prayer.  This liturgy was written for the
Holden Village community, which is a Lutheran
retreat center in the Cascade Mountains of
Washington State.  Worship will last about 25
minutes.  If you've never experienced Holden
Evening Prayer, you’ve missed something beautiful
and owe it to yourself to come.  It's a wonderful
liturgy and is especially meaningful during Advent.

On December 16, we'll observe an Advent Service of
Lessons and Carols, another special time of
preparation for the coming of the Messiah.  Since this
service is more contemplative in character, there will
be no sermon that day.

On December 23, the final Sunday of Advent, our
time of preparation draws to a close.  Then on
December 24, we'll have three Christmas Eve
services.  At 3:00 p.m., we'll be encountered by the
Gospel through the Children's Tableaux, which

includes children dressed in the roles of angels,
shepherds, animals, and the Holy Family.  Children
will perform preludes, serve as lectors, and sing.
The Children's Tableaux is in lieu of the children's
sermon and the sermon.  At 5:30, Pastor Museus
will offer a children's sermon, and at both 5:30 and
8:00, Bishop Gordy will preach.  Our bishop has
shared the good news from Bethlehem in Christmas
Eve sermons at St. Andrew nearly every year he
has been in office: thank you, Bishop Gordy – and a
blessed Advent and a merry Christmas to you all!    

Pastor Lippard+

Come to the Manger on Christmas
Eve ~ For All Children and Youth! 
“..And a little child shall lead them.”  Isaiah 11:6

Children and youth are invited to participate in the
3:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service on Monday,
December 24th.  Carols, hymns, songs and anthems
will be sung along with a manger scene (tableaux)
as the Gospel is read. 

Rehearsals will be held during Sunday School
opening time in the Fellowship Hall beginning at
9:50 a.m.  A dress rehearsal will be held on
Saturday, December 22nd from 9:45-11:30 a.m.

Children and youth may sign up to serve as
greeters, play a polished piece for the prelude, recite
the lessons, and dress in period costume as angels,
shepherds and sheep.  The children’s choir will be
singing for this service as well. 

Volunteers are needed during Sunday School
opening time to fit children with period costumes.
Sign-up to participate or volunteer during opening
time or email Katherine Mansouri at
mansouri@bellsouth.net.
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FROM THE PASTOR EMERITUS

I had the good fortune to have grown up in the New
York City metropolitan area.  This meant that the
so-called holiday season was a very special time
beginning with the Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parade and concluding with the Times Square New
Year's Eve celebration.  In between these events,
of course, was the Rockefeller Center Christmas
tree, the ice skaters and the store fronts decorated
with wintry scenes of days gone by.  Bell ringing
sidewalk Santas were on every street corner and
Christmas carols rang out from store-front
speakers as shoppers scurried by.  It was a magic
time for a small boy and it was also commercialism
at its most intrusive.  I am sure that it was difficult
for my parents to keep me focused on the Christ
child while I wandered through the department
store glitz that focused on spending our way to
happiness.  Somehow they succeeded and the
Advent season and Christmas worship were never
neglected in spite of the distractions that were all
around.

I trust that we are all of that same parental mind as
we journey through the Advent time of preparation
and find ourselves face to face with the infant in the
manger at Christmas.  Let us be aware that we will
welcome many guests in the weeks ahead as
people come to us hopeful perhaps for a respite
from the store-bought Christmas.  They will sit in
the nave and breathe a sigh of relief that in this
sacred place is a spirituality that is missing in the
world they navigate on a day to day basis.  As you
encounter them, please reach out and make them
feel at home, make them feel a part of the St.
Andrew family, recognizing that for many these
holidays may be some of the loneliest times in the
whole year.

Grace and Peace,

Eric C. Pearson +
Pastor Emeritus

FROM THE DIRECTOR FOR YOUTH AND

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Let Your Light
Shine! 

It has been a tradition to set up luminaries around
the church property the morning of Christmas Eve. 
This takes a lot of volunteer help, and if it is
raining or cold, it is challenging.  In the past, we
decided at the last minute to cancel because of
the rain.  But the history has been on Christmas
Eve morning, we are able to set the luminaries up,
all 800 of them, give or take a few, because the
weather is fine.  But then by 4:00 p.m. in the
afternoon, the weather turns questionable and the
wind and spitting rain pick up.  On occasion, snow
flurries appeared while volunteers were outdoors
trying to light the candles with frozen fingers.  This
has proved to have been a losing battle with the
wind too strong for the delicate, flickering flame. 
In spite of the luminaries not being lit, Christmas
Eve worship still went on, and was as beautiful as
ever.  It's just a bit frustrating as volunteers spend
so much effort in setting luminaries up, with the
traditional sand and wax candles, only to not work
and then to have to clean up all of the unused
luminaries following Christmas! 

This year we are going to let our LED lights shine!
Yes, you read that correctly; we will be using
outdoor LED tealight candles in our luminaries. 
We will set out 400, in a more strategic placement. 

VOLUNTEERS are needed to set up the
luminaries around the church property.  We will
also need volunteers on Monday, December 24
at 4:30 p.m. to walk around the church property,
turn the candle on and place it in the luminary. 
We will remove the LED candles and luminaries
after 8:00 p.m. worship on Christmas Eve.  If
you would like to help let our lights shine as we
celebrate the birth of Christ on Christmas Eve,
show up at these times to help.  Thank you!

Peace, 
Sandy Vollmer
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SAVE THE DATE
January 11, 2019

Family Square Dancing 
at St. Andrew.

DECEMBER FELLOWSHIP

WHAT IS SASSY?
ALL ARE WELCOME!

SASSY is for St. Andrew members and friends
ages 55 and older.  All are welcome, but please
indicate you are coming by signing up on the
SASSY poster in the narthex or by using a
yellow card located in the church pew and
placing it in the offering plate.  Your signing up
helps us estimate the amount of food to prepare.

Playgroup Fun in December
Saturday, December 8 - 3:00-5:00 p.m.

Zach & Claire Harris Home
528 Montridge Court, Franklin,37067

Please join us for our annual Christmas celebration
on Saturday, December 8,  from 3:00-5:00 p.m. at
the home of Zach and Claire Harris, 528 Montridge
Court Franklin, TN 37067.  Festivities include a
candy cane hunt, hot cocoa, and more!  Kids of all
ages are welcome!  Please RSVP to 615-347-2940
or harris.r.claire@gmail.com.

LET’S GO CAROLING!
For all Ages!
Meet at the church on Sunday,
December 16 at 4:30 p.m. to
travel to sing for the residents of
several assisted living and nursing
facilities in the area.  Afterwards, the youth return to
the church for an UGLY sweater party.  The adults
will travel to the home of Meredith Frantz at 201
Churchill Place in Franklin (near the church) for a
potluck meal and fellowship.  Everyone is invited to
join in the fun and create some smiles (maybe your
own)!   Wear your favorite Christmas shirt or sweater
if you wish.  Santa hats and bells are welcome, too!  
We would love to have some guitarists or other
musicians help us.
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DECEMBER WELCA 

Christmas Party Time!

The WELCA Christmas Party is Tuesday, December
18, at the home of Jeanette Higbe, 1457 Governor’s
Ridge Court, Franklin 37064.  We will start earlier,
beginning at 6:00 pm.  Please bring a heavy
appetizer, sides, or dessert to share.  Meat will be
provided.   If you wish to participate in the “dirty
Santa” gift exchange, please bring a gift valued at
$15.  (The Higbes live in a subdivision off S. Royal
Oaks.)

Mark your calendar for January WELCA when
we will take a culinary trip to Japan.  More to
come!

Angels Are Coming! 
St. Andrew WELCA are happy to
announce the recipients of the
Angel Tree for 2018.  This year you
can “be an angel” for Mercy
Community Health and Bridges of
Williamson County.

Mercy Community Healthcare is located in Franklin
and seeks to reflect its mission of providing quality,
experienced care to everyone – adults, children,
insured, and uninsured, throughout Middle
Tennessee.  Two dedicated doctors on staff are
members of our congregation.  Angel gifts for Mercy
Community Health will be $20 gift cards to Kroger,
Publix, or Walmart. 

BRIDGES of Williamson County is the only 
domestic violence shelter in Williamson County. This
not-for-profit organization is dedicated to assisting
victims of physical, mental, and sexual abuse.  Their
role is to provide a safe place for people to make
decisions and regain control of life.  We will be
providing essential items needed in their shelter such
as cleaning supplies, paper towels, laundry detergent
and much more. 

All gifts can be placed back by the angel tree by
December 23rd.  Gift cards can be placed in either
Martha Ellwood’s or Joni Donegan’s church mailbox.

WELCA CHALLENGES THE
CONGREGATION!
Collect 1,000 lbs. of SOAP by August, 2019! 
• Bring full size bars of soap every third

Sunday to St. Andrew.
• Or make monetary donations; please make

your checks to “St. Andrew WELCA.”  

Quilting Dates to Save LWR 
• Monday, December 10!
• Quilt-A-Thon, Saturday, January 19

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, there are many
groups working behind the everyday life of the
congregation, doing things that make St, Andrew the
church we all know and appreciate.  One such
ministry group is known as the Celebration of Life.  

Formed in 2013, this group of dedicated women and
men work together to provide meal receptions in
conjunction with funerals held at St. Andrew Church. 
The receptions can be as simple as beverages and
snacks during the visitation part of a funeral, to a full
menu and dessert after the internment has occurred. 
These receptions have become a very important
part of our nurturing ministry here at our church.

Many jobs are associated with organizing these
receptions - coordinating, food preparation, set up of
Pearson Hall and the narthex to accommodate
members and guests, flower arrangements, serving,
clean up, etc.  It takes a small army to get the job
done.

When a member of our church joins the Church
Triumphant, it is a difficult time for all family
members.  The goal of the Celebration of Life group
is make this time a little less stressful and provide
support for our members.  

Please consider assisting with this ministry.  We
never know how many funerals will be conducted at
St. Andrew in any given year.  We may have only a
few or many.   To date in 2018, we have had 4
funerals.  In 2012, we had 13 funerals, so the
ministry can be very busy. We need your help.

If you would like to help or have questions, Sue and
Ron Hartman will be in the narthex between
services on Sunday, December 2, 2018.  Stop by
the table and talk to them.  They will also be there
after the late service that day.  Thank you.

Ron Hartman
Celebration Of Life 
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HEALTH MINISTRY NEWS

Handwashing - A Very Special Gift! 
Having just celebrated Thanksgiving, we are keenly
aware of how fortunate we are to live in an area of
the world that has modern amenities such as running
water, electricity, and sanitation.  Events such as
power outages, broken water lines and extreme
weather conditions can change this scenario in a
heartbeat.  While we think of immediate needs such
as clothing and housing for those who have lost their
homes to hurricanes, tornados or fires, we may not
think of the long-term effects of totally destroyed
communities.  The lack of clean water can spread
bacteria, viruses and other organisms that can infect
thousands of individuals.  Most of the time during the
winter months the primary germs that we have to
worry about are the common cold and flu viruses.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
states that the most important thing that all of us can
do to keep from getting sick and spreading germs to
others is to wash our hands frequently.  We might
think of that statement in the context of the ELCA
motto, "God's Work, Our Hands!"  Our hands can be
instruments for spreading or not spreading germs to
others as well as to ourselves.  Studies on hand
washing show that even with access to soap and
clean running water, improper hand washing or the
lack of it still contributes significantly to disease
transmission.  Children, pregnant women, the elderly
and those with weakened immune systems are
especially vulnerable to hand-transmitted illnesses.
 
The most common way that people catch colds is by
touching their nose, eyes or mouth after their hands
have been contaminated with the cold virus.  Of
course the cold germs can spread directly to others
through the air or onto surfaces that other people
touch.  Before you know it, everybody around you is
getting sick.  The important thing to remember is that,
in addition to colds, some serious diseases such as
hepatitis A, meningitis, and infectious diarrhea can
easily be prevented if people make a habit of
washing their hands.

When should you wash your hands?
You should wash your hands often; if statistics are
correct, probably more often than you do now.  It is
estimated that one out of three people do not wash
their hands after using the restroom in public places.
In addition, it is especially important to wash your
hands: 
• Before, during, and after preparing food 
• Before eating 
• Before and after caring for someone who is ill 
• Before and after treating a cut or wound
• After using the bathroom
• After changing diapers 
• After blowing your nose, coughing or

sneezing
• After handling animals or animal waste 
• After touching garbage

What is the correct way to wash your hands? 
• Wet your hands with clean running water

(warm or cold) and apply liquid or bar soap. 
Place the bar soap on a rack and allow it to
drain. 

• Rub your hands vigorously together to make
a lather and scrub all surfaces.  Be sure to
scrub between your fingers and under your
nails.  

• Continue rubbing for 15 to 20 seconds or
about the length of Happy Birthday sung
twice.  It is the soap combined with the
scrubbing action that helps dislodge and
remove germs.

• Rinse your hands well under running water. 
• Dry your hands using a clean towel or air dry

them.   

If soap and water are not available, an alcohol
based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60
percent alcohol is a good substitute.  These
sanitizers can quickly reduce the number of germs
but do not eliminate all germs.  As stated above, it is
the soap combined with the scrubbing action that
makes the biggest impact on removing germs from
hands.  To apply hand sanitizer, place a small
amount in the palm of one hand and rub your hands
together over all surfaces of your hands and fingers
until they are dry. 

December 2 - 8 has been designated as National
Handwashing Awareness Week.  If you are a good
steward of handwashing you are doing God's Work
by purposefully helping to prevent the spread of
germs at home, in the community and abroad.  Join
hands during this national week and celebrate
having access to clean water and soap by helping to
provide these necessities for those less fortunate.
WELCA's soap collection is an ongoing reminder of
the need for assisting others with hand cleaning.
The Southeastern Synod Disaster Ministry and
Lutheran Disaster Response are continually
working to help relieve suffering from the effects of
disasters both at home and in other countries. 
God's Work with Our Hands, hearts, donations and
prayers can go far to help others in the prevention of
the spread of all diseases. 

Stay well and don't forget to get a flu vaccine
this season!  

Cornelia Pearson,  RN, MN, Chair
St Andrew Health Ministries Team

Reference: US Department of Health and Human
Services, Centers for Disease Control and                      
Prevention, http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/
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AROUND THE PARISH

The Rite of Confirmation

Our newest confirmed members with Pr. Lippard &
Pr. Museus.  Left to right; Michael, Megan, Matt,
Elaina, Nicole, Laura, Will, and Cady.

We Welcome New Members on All Saints
Sunday, November 4

Lee Baer comes to St. Andrew from Palisades
Lutheran Church in Pacific Palisades, California. 
She moved to Franklin, Tennessee after the death
of her husband where her daughter and son-in-law
reside.  Until three years ago, Lee had lived virtually
all her life in southern California.  She finds
Tennessee to be a pleasant change - except for the
humidity!  Lee looks forward to meeting more people
and making new friends.  She enjoys art, sewing,
and puzzles. 

Ed and Cheryl Borg-Breen transfer their
membership from Holy Cross Lutheran Church in
Herndon, Virginia. Cheryl is a retired English
teacher, who grew up in Minnesota/North Dakota. 
Ed retired from U.S. Customs.  They love to travel
all over the world, and to visit their three
grandchildren in Chicago.

Jeff and Ingrid Byrum, Lukas, Zach, and Mitike
come to St. Andrew from Trinity Lutheran Church in
Lake Mills, WI.  The Byrums moved to the area from
Wisconsin in August 2017 with a job transfer with
3M.  Jeff is a sales rep with the company and Ingrid
is an RN with Williamson Medical Group.  Lukas and
Zach are sophmores at Independence High School. 
Mitike is a fifth grader at Heritage Elementary
School.  

Charlie and Sue Carr come to St. Andrew from
New Hope Lutheran Church in Murfreesboro. 
Charlie is a life-long Lutheran who taught 7th grade
confirmation for 22 years!  Before moving to
Murfreesboro, they lived many years in Virginia.
Charlie is retired from management work for the

U.S. government, and Sue is a retired high school
secretary.  They both enjoy traveling, reading, and
being with family.  

Alexandra Ess comes to St. Andrew from Mary
Queen Catholic Church in Friendswood, Texas, and
Chris Moritz from Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church in San Antoinio.  Alexandra is an analyst for
HCA, and Chris is a mechanical engineer for Martin
Technologies.  They plan to be married in March
2019.  Chris and Alexandra both enjoy reading,
cooking, and being outdoors.

Tim and Dorothy Juergensen come to St. Andrew
from Faith Lutheran Church in Columbus, IN.  They
relocated from Carmel, IN where they raised 4
children, 2 sons and 2 daughters.  They are proud
grandparents of 4 grandchildren.  Dorothy is a
licensed social worker and health coach, employed
by On Life Health in Brentwood.  Tim is part of the
executive staff at Correct Care Solutions in
Nashville.  Tim and Dorothy both enjoy music and
look forward to moving into their new home they are
building in Thompsons Station.

Tom and Sara Netolicky, Katherine, and Caroline
come to St. Andrew from Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church in Iowa City, IA. Tom is Vice President of
Clinical Finance at Vanderbilt.  Sara previously
worked as a corporate attorney but is enjoying some
time off since the move.  Their daughters, Katherine
(Kate) is a junior at Ravenwood High School and
Caroline is an eighth grader at Woodland Middle
School.  Both girls swim competitively for the Excel
Aquatics team as well as their schools, so the family
spends many weekends traveling to and
participating in meets.  When they are not at the
pool, the Netolickys enjoy going to concerts,
travelling, and exploring the community. 

Nathan and Christy Schwab and children
Kamalei, Kai, and Kekoa come to St. Andrew from
Christ Lutheran Church in Valparaiso, Indiana.  Nate
is a pharmacist for AmPharm, and Christy is a
special education teacher in Williamson County
Schools.  Kamalei, Kai and Kekoa all attend
Winstead Elementary.  They all enjoy outdoor
activities, traveling, physical fitness, and attending
their children’s sports events.

Debby Trostel comes to St. Andrew through
Affirmation of Baptism.  Debby has lived in Franklin
for 30 years in the Green Valley area and has
worked at Vanderbilt for 20 years.  She was raised
in a military family and lived all over the world.  

Lee Yetter transfers to St. Andrew from Emmaus
Lutheran Church in Levittown, Pennsylvania.  Lee
lives part of the year in Brentwood with her daughter
and son-in-law, Kim & Bernie Olszewski, and is a
snowbird who spends the winter months in Florida. 
Lee is a retired RN.  She enjoys card-making,
crocheting, and spending time with her
grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren.
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Marriage:
Adam and Paula
Starace were married
at St. Andrew on
October 20, 2018 with
Pastor Katherine
Museus, officiating.

Adam shares the
following: The
ceremony was
excellent: organ and
string music radiated
elegant wellness, lit
lanterns and pew
torches dripping

flowers flickered down the aisle, and many bound by
friendship or blood filled the pews.  When Paula
came into view a lump filled my throat and I nearly
cried in front of God and everybody.  Unexpected,
that…tears of joy being beyond my experience. 
After a small sermon we took our places in front of
Pastor Museus for a hymn.  I looked into the eyes of
my beautiful bride and whispered, “Oh crap.”  I’d
forgotten to memorize Morning Has Broken. 
Rehearsing our first dance, beer with the guys, and
getting the kids ready had consumed time.  I could
only smile and say “watermelon” hoping the
microphone didn’t pick it up.  However, I was a kid in
the hippy-dippy 70's and half remembered a Cat
Stevens version on the radio.  Paula wasn’t upset
that I’d blown a public facet of our expensively
orchestrated day.  She smiled sweetly as we held
hands.  Life’s messy and we don’t (except for one)
bat a thousand.  She loves me like I am and it’s
staggering.  This is the perfect lady for a trip to the
end of the road. 

Correspondence:
To St. Andrew Congregation:

Thank you for all your concern and prayers
during my recent illness.  The Saint Andrew family is
very special. 

Blessings for Advent,
Jessica Jennette

I deeply appreciate the kind words, prayers,
and cards expressing concern over my recent health
issues.  Also, the prayer shawl given to me by the
Prayer Shawl Ministry is appreciated and gives me
great comfort.  I am happy to report that I am feeling
great and busy working with my doctors in moving
forward.

Sincerely,
Carolyn McGregor

Farewell and Godspeed

We said our good wishes to
Don Smith on Sunday,
November 11 at the 11:00
a.m. worship service.  Don
will be moving to his son,
Wade Smith’s home in Greenbriar, TN in
November.  Although we will miss Don’s presence
regularly at worship and in choir, he will visit St.
Andrew when he can.  So it isn’t goodbye but we do
ask the congregation to keep Don in prayers for this
new venture in life.

We also said farewell to Clyde and Margaret
Bearss on Sunday, November 18 at the 11:00 a.m.
service.  The Bearss will move to Chattanooga, TN
for Margaret’s new job.  Margaret serves as the
chair of Nurture Committee.  We thank both Clyde
and Margaret for their shared ministry with the
congregation at St. Andrew and will keep them in
prayers for their new surroundings.  

Welcome Amber Barker!
Meet our Nursery Attendant
Amber Barker is thrilled to be working in the St.
Andrew nursery, getting an opportunity to know
congregants and their children!  Amber was born
and raised  in Franklin
and has 2 little girls, 
Bella, age 7 and Lily,
11 months old.  She
enjoys cooking and is
always looking for a
new recipe to try!  Her
family kids her that she
watches too much
Food Network.  Amber
hopes to make a great
and long lasting
impression on
everyone at St.
Andrew.  Welcome to
our parish, Amber! 
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Newsletter Deadline
ALL articles and photographs

 for the 

JANUARY 2019

newsletter must be 

submitted to the 

Parish Administrator at

office@saintandrewchurch.com

The deadline for submissions is 

Friday, December 7, 2018

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES:

Hospitality
Do you have the gift of hospitality?  Are you friendly? 
Do you have a genuine interest in meeting new
people?  If so, Room in the Inn needs you.  

What is Room in the Inn? 
It is a program St. Andrew Lutheran Church
participates in to provide overnight accommodation
for homeless men.  On scheduled Friday nights,
November through March, six gentlemen arrive for
dinner, spend the night, enjoy breakfast and are sent
off with a sack lunch on Saturday morning.

There are many ways to help with this ministry; one
is serving as an overnight host.  Two men are
needed each time for the overnight stay; dinner, cots
and linens are provided.  Your responsibilities
include welcoming these gentlemen like they were
guests in your home, making sure they are safe and
secure, and getting them up in the morning to return
to Nashville.

If you are willing to help with this ministry, please
sign up on the schedule on the fellowship hall
bulletin board.  If you have served with this ministry
before, consider asking someone new to join you.  If
you have a teenage son, consider doing it as
father/son time; it can be a great learning
experience.  For more information, contact Kate/Ken
Cockerham at kckross516@gmail.com or
kcockerham@fpcnash.com.

JOIN THE "INN CROWD!" 

Christmas Food Baskets 
The 2018 St. Andrew Christmas Food Basket
delivery will take place on Saturday, December 22. 
This year, with the help of GraceWorks Ministries, we
will adopt 42 families who are in need of support
during the holiday season.  Each family will receive
food items as outlined in the GraceWorks suggested
grocery lists.  In addition, each food basket will be
supplemented with personal care items, additional
snack items, and household cleaning items.

We encourage all St. Andrew families and friends to
give of their time, talents, and treasures to help
brighten the holidays for those who are not so
fortunate.

The Saturday morning packing and delivering of the
food boxes will be divided into two shifts.  There will
be sign-up opportunities for a 9:00 a.m. shift and a
10:00 a.m. shift.  Families should plan on at least
two hours for packing and delivering the boxes.

In addition to participating on Saturday morning, all
are encouraged to consider a monetary donation to
help defray the approximate $140 cost of each
basket.  Make checks payable to St. Andrew with
designation to Christmas Food Baskets in the memo. 

If you have any questions, contact program
coordinators Wayne and Jeanette Higbe at 615-595-
6360 or Zach and Claire Harris at 615-339-8216.

SERVING AT ST. PAUL’S BREAKFAST ~
Thank you CIC Class!



Page -11-

St. Andrew youth and chaperones at Trinity
Lutheran in Hixon, TN for ALL TN!

ST. ANDREW 

LUTHERAN YOUTH

Advent Devotionals
The first Sunday in Advent is December 2.  Be sure
to pick up an Advent devotional to use at home for
personal or family devotion time as we wait and
prepare for the birth of our Savior Jesus.  There are
a variety to choose from, and something for all ages. 
Devotionals are available while supplies last!

Lutheran Study Bibles
We have a few hardcover Lutheran Study Bibles
available for purchase at $34.99 each.  If you are
interested, contact Sandy Vollmer, DYCM.  Checks
can be made out to St. Andrew with study Bible in
the memo line.  

KEEP THE KROGER CARD 
REWARDS COMING

Would you like to share Kroger reward dollars with
our youth?  Participate by enrolling through the
Kroger Community Rewards and your Kroger Plus
Card Reward program on an annual basis through
the www.Kroger.com website.  You will need to log in
using your e-mail and password that you set up and
scroll to find St. Andrew Lutheran Church, or use our
number, which is 59564.  If you have never signed
up for the Kroger Community Rewards program, you
are welcome to do so at this website:
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRe
wardsNow

FORMS NEEDED!
Please make sure that your parent permission form
is up to date!  If you have not filled one out for the
2018 - 2019 school year, you will need to do so. 
They are in the file slot hanging outside of the DYCM
office.  Youth medical forms only: If there are no
changes in medical history or insurance, there is no
need to fill out another medical form.

SAVE THE DATE!
CHILDREN’S TABLEAU

CHRISTMAS EVE

3:00 P.M. 
AT ST. ANDREW

STAKK PLAYING LIVE HUNGRY, HUNGRY

HIPPOS!

ALL TN YOUTH GROUP!

2018 UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS

ALL YOUTH ARE INVITED TO JOIN US!

Dec. 2 - STAKK 5th & 6th Grades meet for holiday fun!
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Dec. 9 - SLY 7th & 8th and SLY High School meet
for some holiday fun! 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Dec. 16 - Christmas Caroling at 4:00 p.m.

Return to church for an UGLY SWEATER CONTEST
and party.  Bring a snack to share!  We end at 7:30
p.m.

Dec. 24 - SLY & STAKK youth/adults set-up
luminaries at 10:00 a.m.

Dec. 24 - SLY & STAKK youth/adults light luminaries
at 4:00 p.m.  LED candles this year!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

FOR CHILDREN,
YOUTH 

& ADULTS 

at 9:50 a.m.

FAITH FORMATION FOR ALL AGES AT ST. ANDREW

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY

The Gospel of Luke
7:00 p.m. - Pearson Hall
The Monday Evening Bible Study continues
studying the Gospel of Luke with the help of N. T.
Wright’s Luke for Everyone.  As always, it’s easy to
jump in even if you have not been reading along
with us.  For more information contact Pastor
Museus (pastormuseus@saintandrewchurch.com).
There is no Bible study on December 24 or 31.

WEDNESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

No Study December 26 or January 2!
The Wednesday Morning Bible study continues
with "Many Witnesses, One Lord" by William
Barclay.  

On December 19, the women will enjoy a
Christmas quiz and a holiday snack.  You are
invited to bring one and join in the fun!  There is no
Bible study on December 26 or January 2, 2019.

Please join the women of St. Andrew on
Wednesday mornings from 10:00-11:30 a.m. for
this new study.  Childcare can be provided by
calling Wanda Jasper at 615-972-4110.

THE NAVIGATORS ~  Men’s Group
All men of St. Andrew and friends: meet for a
monthly breakfast and devotions, the first Saturday
of each month at St. Andrew at 7:30 a.m.  Our
group also works with other groups of the church
on service projects as needed.  All are welcome;
come and join us.  Please contact Frank Hale for
more information at fahale@utk.edu or 615-832-
6802.

THE BOOKMEN ~ 
A Wednesday Book Club For Men
The Bookmen meet weekly on Wednesdays at 8:30
a.m. at St. Andrew Lutheran Church.   All men are
invited whenever you can attend for fellowship and
fun.  Contact Charlie Bowker at 615-465-6057 or
bowksaz@msn.com for more information.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

Studies of the Sunday Lectionary
This adult class meets at 10:00 a.m. in Pearson Hall
to study scripture appointed for the day.  Bring your
coffee and join Pastor Lippard or Pastor Museus.

Newcomer/Inquirer’s Class 
The Newcomer/Inquirer’s Class (SALC101) is for
those interested in learning more about or
membership at St. Andrew Lutheran Church. 
Time will be spent looking at the Lutheran Church
with its rich history, doctrine, and theology, while
exploring the ministries of St. Andrew Lutheran
Church and their many opportunities for service. 
Child care is available for children too young for
Sunday School.  Talk with Emeritus Pastor Eric
Pearson if you have questions. 

Companions in Christ (CIC)
The Companions in Christ Sunday School Class
meets in Pearson Hall at 9:50 a.m.  Join us as we
continue to discuss The Divine Dance by Richard
Rohr.

Active Parenting Class
Please join the Active Parenting Sunday School
class which resumes on Sunday, December 2 &
16.  Email Jen Roberts at jenroberts96@gmail.com
for more information on the class. 



Page -13-

Please Remember in 
Your Prayers

FOR HEALTH & HEALING                      
Vic & Sue Hundt       Lisa Blanchard            Judith Anderson       
Rand Smith              Jim Curtis             Jeanne Parr   
Bill Dickerhoff     Jessica Jennette          Bruce Wegner
Carl Moeck     Connie Pearson           Frank Hale
Nancy Simpkins     Rand Smith             Micki Fengler
Michael Briggs     Charlie Carr             Fred Schreiner
Roberta Edwards     Jennifer Abrahamson

Arthur Keefer, brother of Dick Edwards
Judy Springer, stepmother of Susan Springer
Owen Zubkus, grandson of Jack & Carol Edwards
John Brand, friend of Dwight & Karen Bonifacius
Diane Rausch, sister of Laura Rogers
Pearl McIntosh & Betty Hollis, grandmothers of Melissa

Coleman
Jack Butcher, friend of Stacy Higbe
Lorna Jones, friend of Liz Combiths
Sue Rogers, sister-in-law of Laura Rogers
Irene Wheeler, sister of Peggy Bowker
Erica Baggett, friend of Bonnie & Ken Sersland
Earl & Beverly Scott, parents of Amy Vehec
Ted Cowdrey, brother-in-law of Shirley Swan
Eddie Catron, friend of St. Andrew
Guy Bart, brother-in-law of Marty Emrath
Mindy Lucas, friend of James & Stacy Stiles
Virginia Pearce
Ric Felts, friend of Beth Smith
Doug Bunch, friend of Doug & Martha Ellwood
Eugene, cousin of Jeanette Higbe
Jim Moritz, father of Chris Moritz
Ken Baumann, father of Juli Kay Baumann
Charlotte Collins, friend of Karen Bonifacius
Garie Teig, sister-in-law of Beth Paton
Bill Mathis, friend of the congregation
Gayle & Bruce Mason family, friends of the Richardsons
Mary Kirkpatrick & family
Carson Anderson, friend of the McGee family
Jim & Pat Pitt
JJ & Judy, grandson and sister of Pat Pitt
Wilma Ford, friend of the congregation
Claire Gaddis, friend of the Rutter family
Amy Bishop, friend of Laura Rogers
Kirk Kleinfeld, friend of Tim Quinn
Joan & Ed Daugherty, sister & brother-in-law of the Combiths
Rosanna Nykanen, friend of Anne Fottrell
Kim Korn, friend of the Richardsons
Thomas Grimm, friend of Patty Norem
Kristie Pennington, friend of Julie Bednar
Judy Trosper, member of the congregation
Pat Mettee, wife of Pastor Howard Mettee
Dolores Bateman, sister of Libbie Quinn
Bob and Linda Holloway
Liam Daniel Baumann, nephew of Juli-Kay Baumann
David Eyer, friend of Eric & Connie Pearson
Gwen Hampton, sister of Jeanne Parr
Michael Paul Lewis-Cooper, nephew of Cathy Miller
Carolyn Galegor, friend of Ken Cockerham
Janice Williams, friend of the Blanchards
Cody Brown, great-nephew of the Richardsons
Matthew Hodge & family, friends of the Vollmers
Dianne McClendon & family
John Rogers & familly, friends of Ken Cockerham

Steve Reckard, brother of Julie Anderson
David Downey, cousin of Lisa Blanchard
Mary Brogan, friend of Connie Pearson

OTHER:
For our St. Andrew Council; for wisdom and leadership
Bishop H. Julian Gordy, Pastor Morgan & family
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
Lax Vardhanapu, seminarian, Mary & Keren
Area ELCA congregations & those in transition
Mission Partner - Peace Lutheran Church in Springhill
The Trinity/HOPE Feeding Program & the people of Haiti
St. Andrew Building Debt Reduction
Pastor Palmer Clemmer
Pastor Jill Henning
For an end to violence against one another
For elected leaders who lead our country
For healing, hope, peace for our country and other countries
For communities to love one another as brothers and sisters
For communities suffering from domestic violence
For the communities healing from loss
For communities to live in peace
For communities and countries suffering from natural disasters
For those suffering from domestic violence
For caregivers who care for loved ones
For service men & women who defend our country & their 
        families who have lost loved ones
For those battling depression & mental illness
Those unemployed, under-employed, or seeking jobs
For those leaving prison & seeking life and work outside
For those contemplating surgery
Mistreated, abandoned & homeless animals

IN MEMORIAM: 
Laran Philpott, friend of the congregation
Charles Sargent
Gloria K. Vanderhoof, mother of Darlene Snider
Elizabeth Birdsong Burke, grandmother of Katy Campbell
Rachel Petty, daughter of Eddie Catron
Ted Pryzborowski, father of Jim & Jean Pryzborowski
James Edwards, brother of Dick Edwards

REMEMBER THOSE DEPLOYED 
FOR MILITARY  SERVICE:

If you know of someone who is in the military or has been
deployed for duty, please let the church office know so
that we can list them in prayers.

Amanda Luchinski, friend of Beth Smith
Ian King, step-grandson of Marty & Al Dieterle
Barbi Miller, niece of Mike & Jody Smith
Jay Tully, son of Jim & Becky Tully
Andy Richardson, nephew of Mike & Jolene Richardson
Joey Ladnier, nephew of Morgan Gordy
Jeffrey P. Hill, son of Jeff & Tina Hill
Nick Smith, son-in-law of Jeff & Tina Hill
Tony Wirth, cousin of Dana Nethercutt
Matt Parr, grandson of Jeanne Parr
Cole Jorgenson, son of Barbra Jorgenson 

& grandson of Ron & Sue Hartman

**Please note that all names will be removed after
two months on the prayer list.  If you would like for
someone to remain on the prayer list indefinitely,
please let us know.
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Congratulations!

December Birthdays:
December 1 Julie Anderson

Kyle Brown
Jessica Jennette

December 2 Abigail Levy
December 3 Fred Bess

Tim Pearson
Stephen Randa

December 4 Judy Hanson
Isla Ziadeh

December 5 Nicole Fikejs
December 7 Lukas Byrum

Zach Byrum
December 8 Al Dieterle

Carol Pond
December 9 Sue Hartman

Michael Mansouri
December 10 Kim Jones
December 11 Hilda Pearson

Mason Schey
Michael Shanklin

December 12 Gary Wicks
December 13 Kelly Feasel

Hannah Lippard
December 14 Charlie Fisher
December 16 Rylan Lemoine
December 17 Zoe Butler
December 18 Wanda McIntyre

Jeff Moseley
December 19 Anica Meyerhoff

Susan Pavlos
Cheryl Tallyn

December 21 Melissa McElroy
December 22 Dale Gustafson
December 23 Marilyn Derwenskus

Bill McIntyre
December 24 Larry Eltoft
December 25 Jane Franks
December 26 Keala Lemoine

John Stewart
James Stiles

December 28 Evelyn Harris
December 29 Mike Macko
December 30 Alaia Gutierrez

Livianna Gutierrez
December 31 Steve Tallyn

December Anniversaries:
December 1 Rand & Beth Smith
December 8 Lax Vardhanapu & Mary

Dayam
December 14 David & Carla Temple
December 17 Ted & Stephanie Forsberg
December 18 Kirk & Carlotta Rutter
December 19 Wayne & Marilyn Kruse

Jeff & Helen Moseley
December 20 Julian & Morgan Gordy
December 21 Ken & Gretchen Reynolds

December 22 Darryl & Susie Miller
Ken & Bonnie Sersland

December 27 Gary & Sherre Wicks
December 28 Rod & Cyndy Dyer

Pearson, Eric & Connie
Hunt, Ed & Julie

December 29 Haltiwanger, Buck & Rachel

**Please let us know if your birthday or
anniversary is missing!  Email your special date
information to office@saintandrewchurch.com. 
Thanks!

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN!
By Rev. John Gierke, Conway, Arkansas

On a hill far away, stood an old rugged radio tower -
used to proclaim the message of the old rugged cross
and the empty tomb - through the radio ministry of
Faith Lutheran Church in Gonaives, Haiti.  My last
time in Gonaives, I was privileged to go up the steep,
windy, rocky road to where the radio tower was being
assembled.  Many partners in Haiti and the United
States had made this radio tower's construction
possible.  It was a miracle of God that the crane was
able to make it up the mountain.  All of this helped to
broadcast the Good News of Jesus and His Hope to
the surrounding countryside. "How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 'Your God
reigns!'" (Isaiah 52:7)

A familiar Christmas song you may hear this
Christmas season is "Go Tell It on the Mountain"
based on that message of the Prophet Isaiah.  That
radio tower's mountain was not the only mountain in
Haiti where I heard the Good News of Jesus told. 
Your gifts to Trinity HOPE for bowls of beans and rice
help bring the Good News of Jesus and His HOPE to
many a school and village on a mountainside in Haiti. 
There, the children hear the Good News and HOPE of
Jesus every day, and receive nourishment for their
bodies and their souls.  Then, their feet bring that
Good News of Jesus to their homes and villages. 
Take a look at your feet the next time you send your
gift to Trinity HOPE, and hear Jesus, the Christ-child,
say that they are indeed beautiful!
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TIME, TALENTS, & TREASURES
It’s not too late to turn in your Time and

Talent survey or your pledge card to St.

Andrew for 2019.  Please pick them up at

church at the bulletin table, go online to

www.saintandrewchurch.com on the
homepage to pledge, or email the

office@saintandrewchurch.com.  Thank

you for your commitment to the

ministries at St. Andrew.

In Christ, We Worship, Love, Grow, 
Serve and Send

St. Andrew Lutheran Church

January 1 to October 31, 2018
Financial Update         OCT. Plan OCT. Actual YTD Plan YTD Actual

Total Revenue 62,931.00 63,453.34 675,283.00 739,452.73
Total Expenses 75,803.38           72,979.81 785,300.24 757,609.72
Surplus (Deficit) (12,872.38) (9,526.47) (110,017.24) (18,156.99)

Mortgages Beg Balance Principal
Payments

End Balance

Mortgage #1 2,233,315.54 93,525.59 2,139,789.95

Cash Balances

Checking Savings

76,885.03 407,329.86

MEMORIALS & TRIBUTES
In Memory of Frank Kirkpatrick to the Pipe Organ
by Jessica Jennette

In Memory of Katy Neighbors, dear friend of Meg
Graves, to the Meditation Garden

STAFF CHRISTMAS
The Mutual Ministry Committee would like you to
know that if you'd like to give a monetary Christmas
gift for the staff for all that they do for us throughout
the year, there is an envelope in your packet of
offering envelopes situated between December 2 and
9 that you can use for this purpose.  Also, you can
write a check and put "Staff Christmas" in the memo
line.   If using online resources, you may go to our
website at www.saintandrewchurch.com, the giving
tab, and online giving, find the Staff Christmas to
donate.   If you wish to make a gift for the staff,
please submit it by December 16.  Contact Kaye
Williams at kayebw@gmail.com if you have any
questions. Thank you!

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2019
Coming Soon!
Members of St. Andrew may pick up their new
offering envelopes for 2019 in your church mailboxes
in December.  Watch communications for a specific
date.

If you don’t have offering envelopes and would like
St. Andrew to track your offerings, please contact the
office@saintandrewchurch.com.   Thanks!

2019 FLOWER DONATIONS;
BREAD & WINE DONATIONS
The new sign up charts to supply bread, wine, and
flowers on Sundays are posted in the fellowship hall. 
Choose a week or more to donate by writing your
name in the lines provided.  Altar flowers may be
given in memory, in celebration, or to the glory of God,
and listed in the bulletin.  The church purchases the
bread and wine; you provide the funds by writing your
check to St. Andrew and listing “bread and wine” in
the memo.  Flowers are $40 per vase each Sunday. 
Again, checks are made to St. Andrew with ”flowers”
in the memo line.  Bread & wine is $10 per Sunday. 
Drop your check in the offering plate the Sunday you
provide them.  You are welcome to take your flowers
home after the last service or pick them up on 
Monday.

Mediation Garden flowers can be donated on certain
Sundays of the year for $50.  Please sign up on the
flower chart in the appropriate place.  Thanks! 
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Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  By

his coming, give to all the people of the world knowledge of your

salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH
908 Murfreesboro Road 
Franklin, Tennessee 37064
(615) 794-1624        
www.saintandrewchurch.com    
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