
Love and Friendship               Easter 6B  

May 9, 2021, St. Andrew Lutheran Church 

By Pastor Michelle Kuhlman, Interim Associate Pastor 

 

I invite you to think for a moment about what comes to your mind when you 

hear the word “friend.” Perhaps you think of some of your own friends. 

Maybe you think of the sorts of words we use to talk about friends: “BFF” – 

Best Friends Forever, or “Bestie.” Or maybe “pal” or “buddy.” You might 

think of the classic TV show “FRIENDS,” which became an icon of 

friendship portrayal. Maybe you even think of one of the truest things about 

friendship: a REAL friend will help you move. Additionally, friends have been 

called the family you can choose. 

As a teenager, I loved the music of Christian singer Michael W. Smith. 

Among my friends from my church youth group, one of our favorite songs of 

his was “Friends.” Speaking of how hard it is when friends have to say 

goodbye, it said “…Friends are friends forever, if the Lord’s the Lord of 

them. And a friend will not say never, and the welcome will not end. Though 

it’s hard to let you go, in the Father’s hands we’ll know…that a lifetime’s not 

too long to live as friends.”  

If you know or remember anything about the perceived depth and 

importance of teenage friendship, you might be able to imagine how 

powerful that song was to all of us in our high school group as we 

contemplated being separated after graduation. Also, for any of my 

contemporaries who now have that song stuck in their heads, I apologize 

but also say there are far worse songs you could have in there.  

In today’s text from John, we continue to hear Jesus speaking to his 

disciples on the night of his arrest. This is where we hear one of the most 

moving statements about friendship in all of scripture. Jesus says “No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” To us, 

this may sound jarring. But in the ancient world, friendship historically had 

some different meanings than the way we think of it today. In ancient 

Greece, for example, friendship was thought of in terms of being a good 

citizen. In a 2004 article about friendship in the Gospel of John, Johannine 



scholar Gail O’Day cites a quotation from Aristotle to illustrate this: “ But it is 

also true the virtuous man’s conduct is often guided by the interests of his 

friends and of his country, and that he will if necessary lay down his life in 

their behalf…And this is doubtless the case with those who give their lives 

for others; thus they choose great nobility for themselves.”  

Later on, friendship would begin to take on a component where a friend was 

a source of wise counsel, the “true” friend was one who would speak 

frankly. Also, friendship would come to look like a group of like-minded 

people who shared in the same philosophical beliefs.  

So when Jesus speaks of a true friend laying down his life for his friends, it 

wouldn’t have been a completely foreign concept. O’Day said “In the 

teachings about laying down one’s life for a friend, the gospel’s first readers 

would recognize that Jesus is evoking a world in which the greatest moral 

good prevails.” What is most remarkable is that we know Jesus will go 

beyond merely talking about this idea and will actually go on to embody it in 

his death on the cross.  

It is a deep and incredible love that takes Jesus to his death. A love that 

obviously extends beyond mere sentimentality. It feels like in our culture we 

throw the word “love” around amazingly freely. We are quick to declare our 

love for people and things:  we “absolutely LOVE” this show, that restaurant, 

this sports team, or that person. But we cannot let our take on love be the 

only filter with which we approach Jesus’ speaking about love.  

 

We know that for Jesus, love means more than caring for someone, 

spending time with them, or being on the same team, so to speak. No, for 

Jesus love involves being obedient to God’s will, sacrificing himself in death. 

In our gospel text this morning, Jesus is facing that death imminently. In 

spite of that, he is teaching and caring for his friends, his disciples. He even 

speaks of joy – who can imagine joy in the midst of all this? For Jesus, there 

is joy in abiding in God’s love. Knowing that the disciples will be 

experiencing great grief and fear after he has died, Jesus is preparing them, 

reminding them that they can feel joy in knowing that they are forever bound 

together with Jesus in the love of God. What a gift Jesus is offering to his 

disciples. Words of guidance and hope about how to carry on after he is 



gone. The chief way they are to carry on? Love. They are to love one 

another as Jesus has loved them. That is a big kind of love, for sure. Jesus 

has spoken of loving as the Father has loved him. Along with the disciples, 

we are encouraged to abide in that love, and we know from last week that 

abiding can have a sense of action and hope.  

So as we consider love and friendship and the ways Jesus modeled that for 

us, we have some good ideas of what that can look like. Abiding in love 

looks like obedience and sacrifice. It looks like deep and honest love and 

care for one another. It looks like bearing fruit that will last – fruit that is fed 

by our encounters with God’s love for us in the life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus.  

May we be so bold as to pray that we can truly love one another as Christ 

has loved us. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 


