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If there is one Bible verse that best connects Christianity with the American spirit, it might be this:

“For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery”
(Gal. 5:1).

That’d make a great passage for an Independence Day sermon, right? Christ has freed us from sin and 
death! In America, we have rights that make us free! Freedom!

Except, that passage continues: “For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For
the whole law is summed up in a single commandment: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” 
(Gal. 5:13-14).

Which maybe rains on our freedom parade a little bit. I mean, maybe not for the people who serve in 
our military, who use their freedom for service to others and the protect of freedom for all. People like 
that already know that freedom for everyone means service and sacrifice from individuals. 

But to those of us who take our freedom for granted? Who hear the word “freedom” and have to admit 
that deep down inside we mostly think it means, “I get to live however I want!” Well...those words of 
Paul’s seem to cancel out freedom all-together. 

But it’s not a fluke. It’s a basic idea behind a lot of Paul’s teachings. He says it explicitly elsewhere, 
too. In Romans chapter 6, Paul wrote: “Thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, 
have come obedient from the heart to the form or teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, 
having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness” (Rom. 6:17-18).

Paul’s teachings grow out of the example and teachings of Jesus. Paul wrote in Philippians: “In 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 
the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus…” (Phil. 2:3-5)

And here’s the mind that was in Christ Jesus:

“Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 
among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:43-45).

Our freedom as Christians leads us right into using that freedom in service to God and others.

Luther just went ahead and embraced the paradox, writing: “A Christian is the most free lord of all, and
subject to none; a Christian is a dutiful servant of all, and subject to everyone.”

It’s a little mind-boggling. But how can we be free if we can’t do whatever we want? How can we be 
free if we have to do things we don’t want to do for other people?”



But at the same time we all know that doing whatever we want is not true freedom. We know this from 
hearing it in the Bible; we know this from parents and teachers; but mostly, we know it from 
experience. Doing whatever we want quickly leads to us feeling like we’re on a leash, being dragged 
around by addiction, or food, or our own temper, or the pursuit of money. 

Being servants of God and others, however – that leads to true freedom. It leads to the kind of life God 
wants us to live – which means not only the life that will please God, but also the good life that God 
originally programmed us for. 

Serving God and others helps build a community where everyone works to care for one another. A 
community of peace and safety where true freedom can thrive.

This is an unrealistic dream community – but it is God’s dream for us. 

This is an unrealistic dream community – but any movement we make in this direction will make our 
lives better here and now.

Let us pray.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring love.
Where there is offence, let me bring pardon.
Where there is discord, let me bring union.
Where there is error, let me bring truth.
Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.
Where there is despair, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light.
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.
O Master, let me not seek as much
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love,
for it is in giving that one receives,
it is in self-forgetting that one finds,
it is in pardoning that one is pardoned,
it is in dying that one is raised to eternal life. 


