
  1 

 

The 6th Sunday after Pentecost (Year B)    July 4, 2021 
Mark 6:1-13        Pr. Eric L. Murray 
Saint Andrew, Franklin 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
In today’s gospel reading Jesus returns to his hometown neighborhood, 

walking the same streets and past the same houses he had as a young boy. 

 

In the days, weeks and months leading up to his return home, Jesus had 

been teaching about the good news of God’s loving reign coming near, 

while also embodying that love by exorcising demons, healing the sick, 

and revealing his power over the creation by stilling the storm 

and over death, by raising a deceased child back to life. 

 

But, when Jesus returns to his hometown, to the people he grew up around,  

he can do know work of power among them. They could not perceive that in 

him there was a prophet among them. The same people who had watched 

Jesus day after day after day,  as he went about his ordinary life on the 

streets of their familiar neighborhood, those same people, could not turn 

from their old perception of Jesus. 

    

To them, Jesus was still Mary’s boy.  

  

He was no prophet, and certainly no Messiah, no son of God. No 

embodiment of the presence of God’s love come near. No, Jesus could do 

no work of power in the streets of his old neighborhood.    

 

In the days, weeks and months which were defined by the pandemic,  

Pauline and I took up walking each morning as a way to maintain fitness 

and frankly, as an escape from our cat and our small two-bedroom flat. 

Each morning we’d walk 2-3 miles through the nearby neighborhoods.  
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Quickly this exercise took on ritual status, a habitual pattern which found us 

walking along the same streets, in the same direction, passing the same 

houses day after day after day.  

 

But, then one day, just to change things up, we decided to take our habitual 

pattern and reverse it.  

 

Turning right rather than left, we walked our way along the same streets  

past the same houses just in the opposite direction.   

 

It amazed us how something so simple, just a change of direction 

transformed our overall perspective. You see for so long we had been 

locked into one way of perceiving things so much so that we had completely 

missed seeing  all the other possibilities.  

  

When we turned around and took a new direction our eyes were opened. 

Everything in those same old neighborhoods suddenly looked different.  

  

And this new perspective opened us to new insight and understanding  

about the people and homes of our old neighborhood. 

 

As you know, Jesus began his ministry, according to the evangelist Mark, 

by calling people to repent. 

 

But by repent, Jesus was not meaning what we in the church have 

traditionally thought of as repentance, Jesus was not calling people to 

refrain from sinning,  

 

No Jesus was calling people to repent in the sense of the original Greek 

word for repent, metanoia literally to “turn around.” To change one’s way of 

seeing things, to change one’s way of thinking about everything.  
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In fact,  I would argue that Jesus entire ministry is was defined by calling 

people to repentance, Jesus prophetical preached and taught a change of 

perspective, showing people a whole new way of perceiving God.  

Far from wanting to start another new religion, Jesus want to wake people 

up to the truth of God’s ongoing presence, activity and love in and for the 

world. 

 

As Rob Bell, the author of Love Wins writes:   

“Jesus lived with the awareness that God is doing something right here, 

right now, and anybody can be a part of it.  

 

Jesus encouraged his listeners to search, to question, to wrestle with the 

implications of what he was saying and doing.  

 

He inspired, challenged, provoked, comforted, and invited people to be 

open to God’s work in this world. Wherever he went, whatever he did, 

Jesus started discussions about what matters most, because for Jesus,  

God is always inviting us to open our eyes and join in.” 

 

This was Jesus inviting people to repent, to turn around and with eyes and 

hearts wide open to join in being God’s kingdom, God’s reign of love.  

 

But, the people from Jesus hometown neighborhood, the people who 

supposedly knew him best, they refused to turn around, to change their way 

of thinking.  

   

In fact, the NRSV soft pedals their response to Jesus by saying they “ took 

offense at him.” 

 

But the Greek root word is more evocative. it is σκάνδαλο or “skandalon” 

from where we get scandal or scandalized.  
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Jesus perspective of God’s reign of love is so radically different from  

the way his hometown neighbors have always thought of God, the way they 

have perceived the world and their place in it, that they are scandalized by 

him. 

 

So Jesus turned around and placed his focus back to the group of disciples 

he had gathered. He sent them out in communities of two to be the 

embodiment of God’s reign and God’s presence, activity and love in and for 

the world. Just like Jesus was.   

 

Beloved of God, as the hope of emerging from the  days, weeks and months 

of this pandemic lies before us, the truth is, we, Saint Andrew are already 

walking in a new direction. The landscape and streets of our old 

neighborhood have shifted. We are on the cusp of a post pandemic world 

whether we want to be or not.  

    

We can choose to ignore this new reality continue to look back to what was 

before the pandemic, cling to the past, to the familiar, the same old, same 

old, like Jesus’ hometown neighbors 

 

Or, we can turn into this new reality, open our eyes and acknowledge  

that maybe we, not just Saint Andrew, but the whole Church, maybe for so 

long now we have been locked into one way of perceiving things so much 

so that we have completely missed seeing all the other possibilities.  

 

And maybe this new direction, this new perspective if not already, will open 

us to new insights and understanding about the God we worship and the 

neighbors we serve and the love we are called to embody.  

 

The kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe in the good news, 

Jesus said as his first words in the Gospel according to Mark. The last 

words according to Mark, attributed in part to Jesus, but spoken by a 
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messenger in white on that first Easter, “go, tell the disciples and Peter that 

he is going ahead of you to Galilee;  there you will see him, just as he 

told you.”  

 

Galilee was of course where the disciples were from. It was the place of 

their hometowns, their old neighborhoods. It was there, in their everyday 

ordinary life where Jesus promised to meet them. It was there where Jesus 

called them to be prophets among their neighbors.  

 

That is Christ’s promise and call to us too. Emerging from this pandemic,  

already turned around in a new direction, Christ is ahead of us on the way,  

meeting us in our Galilees, the streets and neighborhoods of our everyday 

lives 

  

And there is where we will see him as he invites us to turn in new 

directions, open our eyes and join him in being God’s prophets being 

God’s reign, God’s loving work in the world. 

  

 

 

 


